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Hearings and Workshops 

Thursday, May 11 

Budget Hearing  

10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Pacific Salon 4 

For people interested in more details of the budget that will be presented to the assembly. 

Resolutions Hearing  

10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Pacific Salon 5 

For people interested in more details of the resolutions that will be presented to the assembly. 

 

Friday, May 12 

Friday Afternoon Experiential and On-Site Workshops 

Below is a list of Experiential (off-site) and On-Site Workshop opportunities to be offered on Friday 

afternoon, May 12, along with presenter information and a brief description. There will be two workshop 

sessions, each one hour in length. Experiential (off-site) workshops will be the length of both sessions 

(tentatively 2:45 to 5:00 p.m.), while on-site workshops are each the length of one session. 

 

Experiential (Off-Site) Workshops 

Agape House, SDSU Experience: 

Come for a glimpse into one of the ELCA’s most diverse and innovative campus ministries. Join with students 

and staff to learn how to build community and raise up leaders in Christ from a variety of religions, races, 

ethnicities, nationalities, gender identities, politics, economic positions, document status, etc. Participate in 

communal gardening, food pantry organizing, or other small projects (all tools and supplies provided). And 

hear our plans for an expanded facility that includes a ministry center, public spaces, housing, retail, and 

shared meeting spaces that will help sustain ministry well into the future. Either take the San Diego Trolley 

($5 roundtrip at a kiosk) to the SDSU station across the park from Agape House or drive to 5863 Hardy Ave. 

and park in front. We’ll be waiting for you! 

Border Angels Experience: 

This workshop will take a trip to Friendship Park at the San Diego/ Tijuana border and visit the current fence 

that is in place and learn some of the history of la frontera. Then the group will take water to drop off in 

certain locations for people who are crossing over. No matter how people feel politically about this issue it is 

important to leave water for people so that we can save lives! For more information on Friendship Park, go 

to http://www.friendshippark.org/. 
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Chicano Park Experience: 

Participants will learn the history of Chicano Park in Logan Heights (formerly Barrio Logan), including the 

context and symbolism of the many murals there. This is a fascinating experience that gets to the heart of 

what is means to be Mexican-American; the beautiful culture and many struggles against oppression that 

entails. For more information about Chicano Park, go to http://chicanoparksandiego.com/.   

National Ave & S Evans St, San Diego, 92101 
 

Third Avenue Charitable Organization (TACO) Experience: 

Join the staff, volunteers, guests and partners of the THIRD AVE, CHARITABLE ORG as we take a driving tour 

of downtown, arriving at First Lutheran Church, a 129 year old congregation called to be the Heart of Christ 

in the heart of the city where we will start a conversation of matching our call with the needs of those cast 

outside in our city center. 

1420 Third Avenue, San Diego, 92101 

If you can, please bring a blanket, sleeping bag, jacket, or socks to give away. 

Presenter: Jim Lovell, MSW Executive Director at the Third Avenue Charitable Organization, Inc. (TACO). 

TACO works in partnership with First Lutheran Church of San Diego and has a 20-year established history of 

partnering to provide free clinics and end-of-life care. Go to www.tacosd.org or on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/TACOSDfb/ for more information. 
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On-Site Workshops (Held at the Town & Country Resort) 

“A Primer on Islam”   

Time: 2:45 p.m. 

Led by the Rev. Daren Erisman, PhD 

A brief introduction to the second largest and fastest growing faith tradition in the world. Learn the origins 

and key beliefs of Islam including what makes a Muslim Sunni, Shi’a and/or Sufi. Better understand the role 

of women, Jesus, and jihad within Islam. And, gain tools for beginning to discern distinctive differences and 

similarities among Muslims that non-Muslims often miss, and the media often ignores. 

The Rev. Daren Erisman, PhD has an MA in Islamic Studies and a PhD that focuses on Christian-Muslim 

relationship. Pastor Daren brings over 20 years of experience working with Christian and Muslim 

communities. 

“Behind the News-Islam Today”  

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Led by the Rev. Daren Erisman, PhD 

Is ISIS Islamic? What is the role of Shariʿah? Who speaks for Muslims? What happened to the Arab Spring? 

How does terrorism work? Who are the Muslims in America? These are some of the questions that will be 

addressed to show factors that are shaping today’s news headlines and how we might discern the history, 

figures and forces behind them. Key resources for further exploration of Islam and current events are shared 

along with annotated notes on how to use these resources. 

The Rev. Daren Erisman, PhD has an MA in Islamic Studies and a PhD that focuses on Christian-Muslim 

relationship. Pastor Daren brings over 20 years of experience working with Christian and Muslim 

communities. 

“Balance in Life-Living with Gratitude, Generosity and Grace”  

Time: 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Led by the Rev. Bob Mooney 

How do we find the balance in a fast-paced, digital world while making sure that we are focusing on what is 

actually most important? Join Pr. Bob Mooney at this workshop and explore ways to create a balance that 

leads to lives filled with more gratitude, generosity and grace. 

Pr. Bob Mooney is senior pastor at Messiah Lutheran Church in Yorba Linda, California. In 2013, Pr. Mooney’s 

very healthy wife, Jeannie, suffered a SCAD heart attack, a very rare type of heart attack, and in 2015 his 

doctor discovered 3 blockages in his “widow maker artery.” Fortunately, today they are both heart healthy 

with a new perspective on life and what is important. 
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“Getting a Grip on Your Church Budget: Understanding Money in the Church”  

Time: 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Led by the Rev. Carol Reed 

This workshop will help you get a grip on budget development for your parish. Topics covered include a 

‘balance budget model,’ and tools that you can use to address budget development, trend reporting and 

other items often overlooked. 

The Rev. Carol Reed, current pastor at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Moreno Valley, is a Certified 

Intentional Interim and commissioned redevelopment pastor. She came to ministry late in life after 25 years 

as a self-employed business woman. She brings the perspective of business and training to the budgeting 

process. Her training as an intentional interim provided the forensic perspective to budgeting and she wishes 

she had learned that decades before! Her desire is to share what she has learned and to be available to 

others who need perspective in this area. 

“Lutheranism in Asia: Relevance and Importance in Southern California” 

Time: 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Led by the Rev. Hitoshi Adachi 

Did you know? One of the largest Lutheran Church bodies is in Indonesia, which has more members than 

ELCA has. The workshop will be a unique space to provide information regarding the Lutheran presence in 

Asia. While discussing about the Lutherans on the other side of the Pacific Ocean, you will have 

opportunities to reflect on their situation and to realize how it is relevant and important in the mission of 

the Pacifica Synod to know the people from Asia and their theological and ecclesiastical lives. 

The Rev. Hitoshi Adachi is the Asian Ministry Coordinator for the Southwest California Synod and Pacifica 

Synod. 

“Solar Solutions: How Can Your Church Take Advantage of Low Cost Solar Power?” 

Time: 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Led by Lee Barken and Darrell Datte 

Solar energy solutions are effective ways to reduce parish operating costs while also achieving a ‘green 

footprint’ for congregations. However, tax breaks that make solar energy solutions more affordable to 

commercial and personal properties are not normally available to non-charitable organizations. However, 

there are ways that churches can take advantage of these tax benefits and reduce the cost of a solar 

installation. What are the theological and spiritual implications of going green? And practically speaking, 

what would it mean (and cost) for your church to go solar? 

Lee Barken is Chief Community Officer of CollectiveSun.  Darrell Datte is a lay member at Incarnation 

Lutheran Church in Poway, CA and is actively exploring ways and means to install solar energy solutions and 

reducing parish operating costs. 
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“Risky Business: The Importance of Effective Human Resource Risk Management”  

Time: 2:45 p.m. 

Led by Nancy Bond O’Neal, ARM 

Topics covered will include directors’ and officers’ insurance, employment practices and liability insurance, 

the top five issues facing non-profit employers, facility use by outside groups, worker’s compensation and 

subcontractors, and driver screening for your ministries. 

Nancy Bond O’Neal, ARM, President, is the owner and founder of Nancy Bond Insurance Services since its 

inception in 1998. Her absolute love for people and their businesses drives her to sell and service their 

insurance needs as if they were her own. She is a nationally known motivational speaker and frequently 

teaches classes on such topics as Risk Management, Protecting your Ministry; Human Resources for the small 

business owner; Sexual Abuse Prevention for the youth serving organization; and her favorite topic, The 

Power of Gratitude! 

“Risky Business: The Importance of Effective Facilities Risk Management” 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Led by Matthew Boomhower 

Topics covered will include how to: 

• Prevent injuries 

• Preserve property 

• Avoid unanticipated expenses and other unpleasant surprises 

• Make sure the responsible party is accountable for identified issues 

• Minimize resources devoted to facilities so that you can focus on mission 
 

Matthew C. Boomhower is the founder and president of Southern Cross Property Consultants (SCPC). 

Matthew is a licensed Architect in California with a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of 

Tennessee. He is also licensed as an Attorney in California and holds a Juris Doctor degree from California 

Western School of Law in San Diego. He is a Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA). He is the 

author of numerous articles and has presented a number of continuing education and professional 

development seminars and educational programs to various groups, both locally and nationally. 

“Here Am I, Send Me” – Panel Discussion with the Pacifica Synod Youth Team 

Time: 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Led by the Pacifica Synod Youth Team 

How do we keep our youth involved in the life of our congregation? What is meaningful to them? How can 

we empower and accompany our youth on their faith journey? Members of the Pacifica Synod Youth Team 

lead this open forum workshop where they will share their experiences as leaders in their congregations and 

in our synod, with time for questions and conversations. 

The Pacifica Synod Youth Team is comprised of high school youth from around our synod, with officers and 

conference representatives. Under the guidance of adult advisors, they work to plan and lead fellowship 

events and leadership development experiences for other youth in our synod from Elementary through High 

School. 
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“Seven Sacred Pauses” 

Time: 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Led by Desta Goehner 

Living Mindfully Through the Hours of the Day 

Based on the book by Macrina Wiederkehr 
 

Are your days frantic? Do you rush through your day and “to do” list with fury?  Do you feel the need to 

work harder and faster? When was the last time you took a cleansing breath and an intentional pause?  

Even if your day is filled with good things, is it possible to be less busy and still productive? Healthy living 

necessitates finding balance in work, service, prayer and leisure. Come learn about seven times during the 

day you can take an intentional pause, reconnect with God and restart your day.  

The wisdom of pausing at these sacred times can be a treasure. These seven sacred pauses may become a 

part of your daily practice. There are many creative ways in how this can be done.  We will explore each of 

these together. 

Desta Goehner is the Director of Congregational Relations at California Lutheran University.  She is a trained 

and certified Spiritual Director. She leads a monthly session at CLU on spiritual practices for everyday 

awareness of The Holy.  She is also passionate about equipping churches and leaders to use digital media as 

a tool for ministry and evangelism.  

“Human Trafficking in Southern California” 

Time: 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Led by Susan Johnson 

Human Trafficking is a significant problem in San Diego.  This workshop will educate participants on human 

trafficking and what is happening locally in San Diego.  We will help participants to be able to identify 

trafficking happening in their community and empower them with ways they can make an impact and help 

combat the demand, take preventative measures and share about ways to provide restoration and 

empowerment for those affected.   


