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Bishop’s Report 
 

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block 

to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 

weakness is stronger than human strength. – 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

 

By the time you read this, it will have been almost a year since the 2016 Assembly elected me as the 

Pacifica Synod’s third bishop. I felt humbled then, and still feel humbled now, by the faith you have 

placed in me. I have spent the year learning more and more about our congregations, the work of 

the Pacifica Synod, and the ministries of the ELCA. I attended churchwide functions, including the 

2016 Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans last August, and two Conference of Bishops meetings in 

Chicago, where the ELCA offices are housed. I have also visited a number of congregations, 

preaching almost every Sunday in different churches, listening to pastors, deacons, and laypeople 

tell me about the joys and struggles of ministry in their particular contexts.  

 

Two things have struck me about these visits to both Pacifica congregations and churchwide 

events. First, God has gifted our church with incredibly talented, faithful people. I hear of the 

dedication of lay leaders who volunteer their time to serve God through the work of their 

congregations. I witness the passion our rostered ministers, both clergy and deacons, have for the 

work they are called to do. I am amazed at how the staff at churchwide do what they can to help 

congregations and synods have the resources we need to do the ministry we are called to do, and 

how they approach their unique tasks with a desire to do their best so that God’s love, and the love 

of God’s people, might be shared with others both in this country and throughout the world. 

Second, I have witnessed God at work through the ministries in which we are engaged. It is tough to 

be church in this day and age. Institutions like the church are viewed with mistrust, and more and 

more people profess a lack of faith in God. Yet our people continue to put their faith and trust in the 

Lord, even in congregations where discouragement is encountered almost as often as hope.  

 

We have a God who takes us from discouragement to hope. Nobody who saw Jesus on the cross 

believed that God was working powerfully when Christ died. The death of Jesus looked like a 

failure, the end of his claims to be the Messiah. St. Paul in the verses from 1 Corinthians quoted 

above noted that all the world, which consisted of either Jews or Greeks (a synonym for non-Jews in 

Paul’s writing), had trouble believing in a God who was crucified. But Paul points out that on the 

cross, God was doing the most powerful work the world had ever witnessed. On the cross, Christ 

took on our sin and everything that would ever separate us from God or God from us, and put to 

death their powers forever. And through the resurrection, Christ rose to give us life. Today, the 

Holy Spirit lives in and through us, and empowers us for ministry. I give thanks for the ministry of 

the ELCA as a whole, and for the ministry engaged in by the congregations and people of the 

Pacifica Synod. Together, we place our hope in the Triune God who brings life out of death, and thus 

helps us not to worry about ourselves, but to focus our eyes on helping our community and world. 

Together, we trust that the God who died and rose for us will raise us from discouragement and 

help us to share God’s goodness with all in our world. 

 

At the Churchwide Assembly, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton spoke of four ways in which we see 

our identity as the ELCA: We are Church, We are Lutheran, We are Church Together, We are Church 

for the Sake of the World. I will address each of these separately, noting areas of emphasis for our 
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Synod and for the church as a whole, and end with Next Steps, outlining work for our Synod to be 

about in the year to come. 

 

We are Church 

Our Lutheran Confessions (Article 8 of the Augsburg Confession, to be exact) state that the church 

is the gathering of God’s people where the gospel is preached and the sacraments are properly 

administered. Through the gospel and the sacraments, we hear clearly that God gave and continues 

to give God’s life for us, and through hearing this good news, we receive the gifts of forgiveness, life, 

and salvation. I am hopeful of taking time in the year to come to engage in conversation with our 

rostered ministers about the gospel. I think it is paramount, but challenging, to proclaim the gospel 

each week. I know from personal experience that it is tempting for us to say what we should be 

doing for God instead of proclaiming what God does for us. Exhortation to good works has its place, 

but it is important that such exhortations do not take the place of the gospel. Only when we know, 

deep within, how much God loves and values us, can we look for our neighbors’ good and do things 

that will truly make the world a more just and peaceful place.  

 

In order to be the church, we need congregations in which the gospel is proclaimed and the 

sacraments are shared. We also need leaders for these congregations. The ELCA is engaged in 

Called Forward Together in Christ, a study of our church, and among the goals that have emerged 

are the need for vitalized congregations and for an adequate number of well-trained leaders. The 

Bishops of the ELCA are asking that every congregation pray at each service for God to raise up 

needed leaders for the church, echoing Jesus’ own words when he told the disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore that the Lord of the harvest will send out laborers 

into the harvest.” (Luke 10:2). For the past several years, we have not produced the number of 

leaders we need to serve the congregations of our church. We ask that you encourage your 

congregations to pray that God will raise up needed pastors, deacons, and lay leaders to serve ELCA 

congregations and the church as a whole. 

 

The church gathers to hear the Word and share the Lord’s Supper, but it is also sent to participate 

in what God is doing in the greater world, and to share faith in appropriate ways with others. I have 

found that Lutheran people have stories to tell about how God has worked in their lives, but often 

hesitate to share them for fear of seeming pushy. I want to encourage what I call “loosening 

Lutheran lips,” asking Lutherans to share their stories of how God has been at work in their lives 

both with one another and with neighbors and friends. Sometimes, after listening to a friend or 

colleague share a struggle, just saying “May I pray for you about that?” is all the loosening of lips 

that is needed. Sometimes, more is called for. 

 

Ellen Ray, a member of Spirit of Joy in Ramona, attended a Bishop’s Gathering last fall. She heard 

me talk about the benefits of giving generously my first and best to God, sharing how God has 

provided for me and the congregations I have served financially as we tithed and grew to give more 

than a tithe. She told me she wants to put together a book of stories from tithers in the Pacifica 

Synod, both lay and ordained, who have stories to tell of God’s faithful providing for those who give 

their first and best to God. If you or someone from your congregation has a story of how God has 

blessed you as you have given your first and best to God, I hope you will share it with her. The 

Synod office will send out her contact information following the Assembly. This book could be an 

incredible resource, as well as an example of “loosening Lutheran lips,” to share the goodness of 

God with others in our communities. 
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We are Lutheran 

This year, we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. On October 31, 1517, Martin 

Luther nailed 95 theses, topics of debate about how God saves humanity, which kicked off the 

Reformation. A number of worship services are planned to commemorate this event. I have 

followed the lead of Bishop Emeritus Murray Finck and other ELCA leaders in using the word 

commemorate rather than celebrate. I am certainly proud that Luther and Lutherans stood, and 

continue to stand, for the gospel of justification by grace through faith apart from works of the law. 

But I also acknowledge that the legacy of the Reformation is checkered at best. Many died in 

religious wars, and many condemned other Christians for centuries, ironically giving up the 

doctrine of justification by grace through faith for a doctrine of right belief, arguing that it was the 

way we believed in what God was doing that saved us, rather than trusting in God to do the saving. 

We particularly condemned Roman Catholics, though other Protestant bodies also came under our 

attack. 

 

The past fifty years have shown remarkable progress in mending relations with other church 

bodies. Lutherans now are in substantial agreement about the gospel with other church bodies, and 

have joined in full-communion partnerships with the Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church 

in America, United Church of Christ, Moravian Church, Episcopal Church, and United Methodist 

Church. We have also engaged in dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church, producing a document 

entitled Declaration on the Way which notes areas where Lutherans and Roman Catholics have 

come to significant agreement, and areas where we still disagree and need further dialogue. 

Declaration on the Way is available both in book form and as a download at www.elca.org. I 

encourage study groups interested in ecumenical relations to read and discuss this book together. 

 

 

We are Church Together 

It is challenging to be the church in this day and age. Anti-institutionalism makes it tougher to 

encourage newcomers to enter our doors. Clergy are viewed with mistrust, and many 

congregations are viewed with suspicion. We can feel like our congregation is alone, with no one 

who cares about the work we seek to do, or whether or not we survive. 

 

Your congregation is not alone. We in the ELCA seek to help each other, encouraging one another in 

the work we do. Each congregation is a member of a conference, and each conference has a Dean 

who acts as an extension of the Bishop’s office to help congregations connect to each other. The 

names of our Deans and the Conferences they serve are listed on pages 1-7 and 1-8 of this 

Assembly Notebook. At the Bishop’s gatherings last fall, we asked congregations to do some asset 

mapping, to share what gifts their members had that might be offered to help other congregations. 

We requested that congregations share with their Conference Dean the gifts they had to offer. If 

your congregation did not share their asset map with your Dean, I’d encourage you to do so. This is 

one concrete way we can assist one another. 

 

The Synod Staff is also here to help. Pastor Terry Tuvey Allen works in the areas of mobility and 

candidacy, helping congregations through pastoral vacancies and assisting those who are 

discerning a call to service as either a pastor or a deacon. She also coordinates Synodical worship 

services and pastoral care for our rostered ministers in need. Pastor Hitoshi Adachi serves part-

time to assist our Asian congregations in their ministries, and works with the Mission Support 

Committee to provide grant money to congregations to help you start and support ministry 

initiatives. Watch your email for grant information. 
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Pastor Dennis Laherty has a part-time call on our staff to work with smaller congregations, those 

who worship an average of fifty or fewer in total attendance on weekends, helping them find the 

resources they need. Pastor Ron Zoesch has worked part-time as our Interim Director of 

Evangelical Mission, connecting congregations with Churchwide resources, guiding churches in 

need of redevelopment, and helping new worshipping communities get their start. We are grateful 

to Pastor Zoesch for his good work among us for the past several months; his job will end on April 

30. On May 1, I am pleased to welcome Pastor Tom Goellrich to our staff as our new Director of 

Evangelical Mission, and look forward to the ways he can help you in your congregational needs. 

Pastor Goellrich will also serve to help congregations in the area of stewardship, so that our 

churches might have the funding they need to do the work God calls them to do.  And speaking of 

stewardship, Greg Shepherd has joined our staff working one day a week as our Advancement 

Consultant.  He works with those who wish to give financial gifts to the work of the synod outside 

of mission support. 

 

Rachel Line serves as my Executive Assistant, and is available to answer questions and connect you 

with Synod resources. Terri Robertson is our Staff Accountant, and keeps our books in order. She 

also serves as a Youth Ministry network coordinator and Communications director, keeping our 

synod connected through email and social media and helping those who work with youth to have 

the resources they need. Carol Youngman serves as Executive Assistant to both Pastor Allen and 

Pastor Goellrich, particularly in the areas of mobility and candidacy. She has become an expert on 

matters concerning both rosters of Word and Sacrament and Word and Service. All on staff are 

ready to assist you and to help you connect with other congregations in our Synod. 

 

A word of thanks to, and a prayer of God’s blessings for, staff members who worked diligently for 

the Synod but left the office during the transition. Helga Bergthold served as Executive Assistant for 

Bishops Bob Miller and Murray Finck, and we are grateful for her faithful service. Pam Reynolds 

served in mobility, candidacy, and oversight for administration, and is now a seminary student at 

PLTS studying to become a Minister of Word and Sacrament. Our former DEM, Pastor Tim Philips, 

is serving an interim call in the Bay Area, living closer to his family and his beloved (and my hated) 

San Francisco Giants. I am grateful to God for Helga, Pam, and Pastor Tim, and for their service to 

God through the Synod. 

 

I ask that you keep your Synod staff in your prayers. If you have questions about the work of the 

Synod, do not hesitate to ask. We are here to help you, connect you to one another, and assist you in 

doing the work God calls you to do. 

 

We are Church for the Sake of the World 

In a recent article for Atlantic magazine, Peter Beinert wrote about the causes of the political 

polarization we currently experience in the United States. He cites research indicating that those on 

the left and the right who are most likely to listen and ascribe good motives to those with whom 

they disagree politically are those who regularly attend church. Those who believe in God but do 

not attend church on both the left and the right are less likely to be open to working with those 

with whom they disagree. There is something about church attendance that allows people to think 

more kindly and listen more openly to one another, which is a trait our nation and world 

desperately need if we are to come together in this divided time. Thus, what we do in church makes 

a difference in helping us listen to one another, according to Beinert. 

 

I think he’s correct, for I have witnessed this in the congregations I have served. More than once I 

have found men and women who could not disagree more politically, who often cancel each other 
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out at the ballot box, find common ground through the faith they share. Church people on both 

sides of the political aisle have much in common. We agree that we are called to care for our 

neighbor as ourselves. We seek to act in love, and believe love is a verb, not a noun. Love is what we 

do for others, not how we feel about others.  We seek to love people we have never met, and we 

seek to love people we are not sure we like. We believe that just as God’s love has healed the world 

through the death and resurrection of Christ, so the love of God that flows through us can heal the 

world of injustice, poverty, and disease. 

 

There is much we are called to do to share God’s love for the world. One area of particular concern 

at this time is the plight of refugees. The Bible is clear that refugees are to be cared for. The book of 

Leviticus contains laws that call for welcoming the alien and caring for them as if they were 

citizens, remembering that the Israelites were aliens in Egypt (Lev 19:34). The parable of the Good 

Samaritan informed God’s people that even hated outsiders are those through whom God’s care is 

given (Luke 10:25-37). And Jesus himself was a refugee who fled violence in Bethlehem to safety in 

Egypt (Matthew 2:13-18). There is no doubt that we are called to care for refugees. The only 

question is, how will we provide Christ’s care to them? 

 

Lutherans have cared for refugees for over 70 years through Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 

Services. LIRS currently offers materials to help Lutherans learn the facts about both refugees and 

our current immigration laws. While a parish pastor, I did a research project about immigration 

and discovered that I and the people I served were largely ignorant about current U.S. immigration 

law. I heard one parishioner tell me he felt that immigrants who applied for asylum should get in 

line and come to the US legally. I discovered, through learning about U.S. law, that the only legal 

way for many refugees to come to our country was by requesting asylum, and that for many 

immigrants, there is no line they can get into. The days of Ellis Island are long over. Many people in 

Latin America are barred from immigrating into the U.S. unless they have family who are citizens or 

they are in need of asylum. Otherwise, they cannot become legal residents, because there is no line 

for them to get into. LIRS has wonderful resources for understanding current U.S. immigration 

laws. I encourage all congregations to learn more about our immigration system, and the laws that 

are currently on the books. The more informed we are, the better we can understand the current 

system, and help our elected officials grapple with the difficulties of reforming these laws. 

 

In the meantime, we as a church are called to care for those who legitimately seek asylum, whose 

lives are threatened if they remain in their homeland. Currently, the murder rates in Honduras, El 

Salvador, and Guatemala, are high due to gang activity. Many of those who are killed are minors. 

Boys and girls are threatened if they do not join gangs. Many of these young people have a 

legitimate claim to asylum protection in the United States, but are denied because they lack legal 

representation. The ELCA is seeking to help these young people through a program called 

“AMMPARO.” AMMPARO stands for Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, 

Representation, and Opportunities, and is based on the Hebrew word amparo, which means refuge 

(as in “God is our refuge and strength” from Psalm 46). Through this program, the ELCA seeks to 

help congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization join together in welcoming migrant 

youth, helping them navigate the immigration court system, so that they might gain legal status in 

this country and flourish here. We encourage congregations to pray for the countries of Honduras, 

El Salvador, and Guatemala, for solutions to the gang problems that have caused so many to flee for 

their lives. We also ask congregations to consider how they can become a part of AMMPARO and 

provide a welcome for these refugees. 
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The variety of ways our congregations seek to be church for the sake of the world is amazing. I have 

witnessed congregations involved in providing food, clothing, medical care, and other necessities to 

people in need. I know of congregations that place water in the California desert where migrants 

might die of thirst, and provide food in Hawaii for the homeless and impoverished on the island of 

Oahu. Thank you to all for the variety of ways you seek to be church for the sake of the world. 

Politically, we may disagree on the solutions to poverty, homelessness, and migration, but as a 

church we come together to provide for the needs of our neighbors. 

 

Next Steps 

What’s next for the Pacifica Synod? First, Churchwide has a request of us. At the Churchwide 

Assembly last August, a resolution passed that required synods to come up with goals for 

increasing the numbers of persons of color or those whose primary language is other than English 

in our synods. Since the synod is composed mainly of congregations, I will convene a conversation 

at Assembly on this topic. I will ask if your congregation’s membership is representative of those 

who live around it. Are there people not like the members who live nearby? If so, what are 

congregational goals to reach these people? The Synod Council will look at the information we 

receive to begin the process of turning hopes and dreams into goals, and we’ll bring those goals to 

the 2018 Synod Assembly for consideration. 

 

Second, I will continue to visit the congregations of our synod. I have two questions: 1) What are 

your greatest joys in ministry? 2) What are your greatest challenges? I hope to examine what I hear 

and report on that at our next Assembly. The answers to these questions will help us celebrate the 

strengths, and focus on goals, for our Synod. 

 

May God bless you and the ministries in which you are engaged. I am thankful for your faith, your 

love for the Lord, and your willingness to serve your neighbors whatever their need. May God be 

with us as we share the gospel with one another, our neighbors, and the world.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Bishop Andy Taylor 
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PACIFICA SYNOD 2017 
ROSTERED MINISTERS OF WORD AND SACRAMENT  

AND YEAR OF ORDINATION 

 

Adachi, Hitoshi 2010 Duttera, Margaret A. 1982 
Aden, Charles R. 1997 Edmondson, Timothy A. 1990 

Ajer, Richard D. 1985 Egenes, Jay C. 2009 
Allen, Nathan 2015 Egertson, Glen 2001 
Anderson, Harvey A. 1961 Eichler, Timothy 1990 
Anderson, Mark C. 1977 Eller, Dianne J. 1984 
Anderson, Milo Ken 1977 Elliott, Richard L. 1962 
Anderson, Matthew 2013 Elmer, Lynda 1997 

Armstrong, Erin 2016 Embree, John R. 1974 
Aviles, Agapito 1999 Endter, Charles A. 1952 
Awbrey, Steve A 1986 Erickson, Carl W. 1963 
Babcock, David H. 1959 Erisman, Daren 1996 
Baesler, Ronald D. 1976 Erlenbusch, W. Daniel 1977 
Barber, David 1971 Espeseth, Gloria A. 1984 
Beard, David P. 1979 Estergren, Noel C. 1969 

Bell, Jake 2001 Falk, George K.H. 1970 
Bengtson, William C. 1967 Finck, Murray D. 1975 
Bentz, Sandra L. 2000 Flohr, Anke 1988 
Berg, Duane A. 1962 Fossey, Derek 2008 
Berry, Philip J. 1967 Foxworth, Brian P. 2010 
Bieber, Paul G. 1990 Freiberg, Shane M. 2008 

Bieghler, Steven K. 1987 Freistedt, Robert R. 1960 
Bishop, Virginia 2007 Friedrich, James 1977 
Black, Paul H. 1975 Fritschel, Fred P. 1962 
Bos, Brenda 2014 Frohner, Jeffrey 1992 
Boye, Karin 1986 Fry, Richard 2012 
Brandt, Stephen L. 1960 Gearhart, Frank S. 1964 
Brashear, Elizabeth 2005 Goellrich, Thomas E. 1990 

Brauner, Steve 1998 Gordon, Wendi 1998 
Brown, Linda 2011 Gray, M. Laurel 1956 
Bunge, John E. 1978 Gunderson, Sharon L. 1991 
Burke, Dale S. 1972 Hagenow, Michael J. 2007 
Cansino, Mark  1985 Hailu, Solomon 1997 
Caudill, Kenneth T. 1963 Hale, James R. 1973 

Chen, Betty 2009 Hall, Elwood K. 1977 
Chen, David C. T. 1964 Halvorson, Karla 2007 
Chen, Thomas W.S. 1984 Hamada, Yukio 1979 
Chutimapongrat, Pongtep 2012 Hand, Lawrence L. 1982 
Corneliussen, Cheryl 1991 Hansen, Daniel C. 1958 
Craft, Bruce P. 1961 Harman, William K. 1967 

Crawford, Jerry A. 1972 Hodgson, David J. 1973 
Dale, Kenneth J. 1951 Holtz, Eugene R. 1962 
Denker, Angela 2013 Hong, HyunHo 2010 
Doolittle, Jonathan S. 1994 Hormann, Phyllis 1995 
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PACIFICA SYNOD 2017 
ROSTERED MINISTERS OF WORD AND SACRAMENT  

AND YEAR OF ORDINATION 

 

Hovick, Ron 1994 Martin, Lara 2008 
Jacobson, Martin L.T. 1993 Martinson, Diane 1992 

Jensen, Steven L. 1973 Martyn, Joel 2003 
Jerpseth, James G. 1998 Martyn, Richard W. 1976 
Jiang, Franklin X. 1994 Mason, Timothy J. 1991 
Johns, Theodore C. 1965 Matoush, Joseph R. 1974 
Johnson, Darin 1997 Mattson, David R. 1987 
Johnson, Donald K. 1963 McComas, H.G. (Skip) 1999 

Johnson, George S. 1962 Meeks, Tomas E. 1973 
Johnson, Holly A. 2012 Mehl, Raymond 1957 
Johnson, Joseph J. 1971 Menke, Wesley 2014 
Jorstad, David P. 1986 Miller, David H. 1970 
Kieffer, David W. 1984 Miller, Gary W. 1968 
Kishino, Yutaka 1979 Miller, Keith 1996 
Knudson, John O. 1958 Moody, John H. 1972 

Kozak, Darryl 2006 Mooney, Robert T. 1983 
Kraft, H. Ivor 1972 Moore, Gilbert C. 1953 
Krogstad, Kim E. 1984 Myers, Donovan A. 1952 
Krueger, David J. 1976 Nagler, David 1993 
Kuo, Ying-Chhi 1963 Nguyen, Minh Hanh 1999 
Kumissa, Samuel S. 2014 Nicolls, Ashley 2007 

Kupka, David R. 1966 Nordstrand, Patrice A. 1978 
Laherty, Dennis M. 1975 Norman, William A. 1965 
Lape, Stephanie 2015 Oas, Paul C. 1956 
Larson, Lowell O. 1948 Olivar, Deogracias 1992 
Larson, Paul A. 1958 Oltman, Brian 1990 
Lavin, Ronald J. 1960 Parker, Karen S. 1978 
Lee, Simon Wing-Shing 1981 Parmeter Dyer, Carole 2013 

Licht, Kenneth J. 1967 Patterson, Roger W. 1983 
Lilley, Jeff 1990 Perkins, Karen D.S. 2005 
Lindberg, David 1955 Perry, Steven L. 1979 
Lindquist, Jack E. 1963 Peterson, Ruth M. 1991 
Line, Laura A. 2001 Philips, Timothy A. 1987 
Listug, Clifford A. 1966 Pike, James A. 2005 

Lloyd, Scottie R. 1983 Puccio, Kenneth A. 1977 
Lopez, Charles J. Jr. 1975 Raaen, Daniel 1994 
Lubs, Frederick C. 1976 Radatz, William A. 1971 
Luehr, Catherine 2009 Ramnarine, R. Joseph 1966 
Lundblad, John A. 1969 Reed, Carol 2010 
Lund, Kinndlee 2012 Refera, Berhanu 2016 

Lunn, John S. 1990 Remillard, Amber 2007 
Mahraun, Leslie 2012 Rennegarbe, Ronald L. 1979 
Malloch, Charles W. 1964 Retamoza, Manuel J. 2004 
Marohn, Karen L. 2003 Reynolds, David D. 1962 
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PACIFICA SYNOD 2017 
ROSTERED MINISTERS OF WORD AND SACRAMENT  

AND YEAR OF ORDINATION 

 

Rierson, Richard L. 1972 Stott, Albert W. 1963 
Riggs, Charles B. 1974 Sundry, Charles W. 1965 

Roberts, Marda Ruth 1992 Sweetman, Sherry G. 1979 
Roessler, James L. 1974 Symons, Luther 1998 
Rollefson, Richard 1980 Taylor, Andrew A. 1986 
Roller, Lawrence H. 1953 Taylor, Brian 1978 
Ronning, Greg 1988 Tengbom, Luverne C. 1946 
Roschke, Daniel E. 2006 Tsui, May 2006 

Rozen, Lee B. 1971 Tuohino, Kent 1988 
Rufsvold, Victoria J. 1999 Tuvey Allen, Terry 1993 
Sabbithi, Jayaprakash (JP) 1989 Vadis, Bohdan 2003 
Salmonson Olson, Linda 1997 Van Tassel, P.E. 1945 
Salomon, Esaul 1982 Vasta, Sabrina M. 2010 
Santa Cruz, Maria 2000 Vevia, Richard W. Jr. 1981 
Scheer, Tony W. 2000 Volkmann, Edward J. 1956 

Scheitlin, Paul F. 1979 Wade, Raymond W. 1981 
Schlechter, Kathryn 1994 Waltz, Kathy 1996 
Schneider, Michael D. 1996 Watland, A. Joris 1968 
Schowalter, Richard P. 1978 Wayne, Robert J. 1952 
Schultz, Jennifer 1996 Wenger, David E. 1963 
Schumacher, William H. 1954 Winick, Mark E. 1978 

Severa, Kenneth 1987 Witt, Carl R. Jr. 1977 
Seyb-Stockton, Karla M. 1988 Wolter, Keith 1984 
Shaw, Jennifer 2016 Worthing, Carol 1982 
Shonk, Ronald E. 1967 Zarate, Juan Ramon 2013 
Snyder, William J. Jr. 1977 Ziehl, Laura 1997 
Spann, John W. 1949 Zimmermann, E. Carl  1977 
Stienstra, Bradley R. 1975 Zurcher, Kathryn 2006 

 

PACIFICA SYNOD – 2017 
ROSTERED MINISTERS OF WORD AND SERVICE  
AND YEAR OF COMMISSIONING/CONSECRATION 

 

Darrow, Betty L. 1966 Kieschnick, Melvin M. 1950 
Decker, Georgia 1986 Lee, Shirley J. 2002 
Deming, Phillip  1996 Martyn, Barbara 2001 
Lind, Leah 2008 Prechel, Lynne 2007 
Evans, Ann 1980 Rennegarbe, Paula 1973 
Fisher, Taflin 2003 Rube, Linda 2004 

Herbert, Benjamin 1970 Stohlman, Mary 1987 
James, Melissa 2004 Wall, Roberta 2015 
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PACIFICA SYNOD STAFF 
1801 C Parkcourt Place, Santa Ana CA 92701 (714) 692-2791 
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  email: TerryTuveyAllen@pacificasynod.org 

 

 THE REV. DENNIS LAHERTY, 
 Congregational Development and Legacy, 714-401-0873  
 email: DennisLaherty@pacificasynod.org 
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AAAAssistant to the BBBBishop   
Candidacy, Mobility, Learning, Worship, Pastoral Care, First Call Theological 

Education, and … 
 

Grace and peace through our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, 
 

Part of the fun of biblical stories is that we can usually find just the right role for ourselves 

in the story. That is also part of the terror! Scriptures mention more than 300 verses on the 

poor, social justice, and God's deep concern for both. 
 

 

 

5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread 

for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered 

him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But 

what are they among so many people?”      John 6:5-9 
 

You may recognize these verses from possibly the most famous story about feeding others; the “feeding of the 

five thousand” (in Matthew’s account we are told that the 5,000 did not include women and children.) If you’re 

like me, as you put yourself into the story, you might take your place right next to Andrew – “but what are they 

among so many people?”  
 

What are we supposed to do with not just feeding the poor, but standing for justice, teaching scripture, sharing 

the gospel, educating leaders, caring for one another and those who are sick and imprisoned and naked and 

mentally ill and … it is overwhelming.  
 

10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, 

about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to 

those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 

“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.            

       John 6:10-13 
 

Unless…unless we remember that we are not in this story alone. God is with us. And God’s got this – just like 

Jesus did when he asked the people to sit down. Sit down and receive a miracle, sit down and be fed by Christ, sit 

down together to be strengthened so that we may rise together to serve.  
 

Alone it is a daunting and impossible dream, together with Christ it is not just possible but a possibility beyond 

our imaginations.  When the Holy Spirit meets us at the intersection of reForm, inForm, and transForm all kinds of 

new and wonderful, miraculous things are accomplished. Through the work that we do together: the Word is 

preached, the Gospel is shared, many are fed and clothed and visited, deacons and pastors are called, 

congregations are served and empowered to serve others; God’s amazing work throughout the Pacifica synod.  
 

I continue to be so very thankful to be called to serve with you. With individuals seeking to be rostered in the 

ELCA, with congregations seeking leaders to serve with and among them, to reach out in times of need, to help 

educate and support all of you who are faithfully following God’s call to the priesthood of all believers.  
 

CCCCandidacy: We are all called to serve, using our God given gifts to help and encourage one another. Some are 

called to serve as a rostered leader in the ELCA. The candidacy process is a corporate one in partnership with 

home congregations, seminaries, churchwide partners and the synodical candidacy committee. Formation, 

discernment and education become the building blocks on which individuals are accompanied through candidacy 

in conjunction with their individual education plans. You may be feeling a call toward serving the church on one 

of our rosters, please do not ignore that nudging (God rarely gives up – the Spirit is tenacious.) Please talk with 

your pastor and call the synod office to begin a conversation. You may know someone that could be “your pastor 
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or deacon.” Someone in whom you see Spirit stirring up the gifts that are needed to serve in this way. Don’t be 

silent – speak up and encourage that person to ponder the possibilities. Who in the bible answered God’s call with 

the words, “speak Lord, your servant is listening?” 
 

Currently the Pacifica candidacy committee is accompanying 43 candidates in the process. In addition, our synod 

is blessed to have four candidates assigned to Pacifica. Two who are approved for ordination to Word and 

Sacrament and two who are approved for consecration to Word and Service. All of whom are awaiting call.  
 

There are two funds designated to assist those who are seeking a seminary education and in the candidacy 

process. The Fund for Leaders is a fund that is administered by the ELCA and is available for those who are 

attending one of our eight ELCA seminaries as a full time, residential student. The second is the Robert L. Miller 

Scholarship Fund that was established in 1998 to assist any member or designated leader of an ELCA congregation 

with assistance going to seminary and through the candidacy process. Donations to both funds may be sent to 

the Office of the Bishop, Pacifica Synod, 1801 C Parkcourt Place, Santa Ana, CA 92701; Attn: Robert L Miller 

Scholarship Fund or the Fund for Leaders.  
 

MMMMobility and CCCCongregational TTTTransitions: The Spirit has been very active in the area of 

Mobility/Pastoral Transitions this past year. Since we last gathered at assembly, eight congregations have 

welcomed new pastors into the mission of the church. And, at the writing of this report, there are currently 

sixteen congregations actively seeking new rostered leadership. Add those together and roughly 21% of our 113 

congregations and ministry sites have been experiencing transition and transformation. Please remember to keep 

your neighbor congregations in prayer. We know that retirements will continue throughout not just our synod, 

but the whole church (please re-read the paragraph above about answering God’s call to rostered ministry). In 

the midst of many challenges, God is equipping us for ministry and mission with exciting visions of partnership 

and collaboration. Peter experienced a vision from God about welcoming others into fellowship. God repeated his 

command three times and left Peter wondering, but soon sent for him to go to whose house?  We are constantly 

being inFormed about the possibilities, reFormed and transFormed as the people of God to envision new and 

wonderful ministry in this time and sacred space.   
 

LLLLutheran RRRRetreats CCCCamps and CCCConferences: Pacifica and Southwest California Synods are partners 

with Lutheran Retreats, Camps & Conferences. There are two camps in Southern California, Luther Glen in Oak 

Glen, California, and El Camino Pines in Frasier Park. This vital ministry continues to shape our youth and young 

adults in their faith formation, where some hear God’s call to rostered ministry. Please consider inviting the Rev. 

Glen Egertson or Lauri Egertson, LRCC Co-Executive Directors, to come and share the stories of God’s grace 

through camping ministry. Program Director Nate Maxwell-Doherty is also available to come to share with your 

congregation. Please visit the LRCC table to learn about camping, the farm at Luther Glen and how you and your 

congregation can be a part of the story. They may or may not be able to help you out with how many bible verses 

there are about goats?  

FFFFirst CCCCall TTTTheological EEEEducation: During their first call, deacons and pastors participate in First 

Call Theological Education (FCTE.) Pacifica Synod does this jointly with the other four Region 2 Synods. 

After his conversion, when Saul became Paul, where did he withdraw to for prayer, study, and formation 

for three years before he went to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles?   
 

EEEEducation and LLLLearning: It is our intention to continue to offer opportunities for our laity and 

rosterd leaders to be further equipped and encouraged for mission and ministry. Who was the King who 

sent officials to teach the people the laws of God? 
 

PPPPastoral CCCCare: Caring for one another and bearing one another’s burdens is part of our call to be in 

community together. Pastoral Care of the congregations and rostered leaders is a privilege. If you know 

of a concern, please let us know in the synod office. Where are we told to bear one another’s burdens? 
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WWWWorship: Weekly throughout the Pacifica Synod we gather as communities of faith around the 

sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism, to hear the Word proclaimed and to be gathered and sent 

into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ. While the words, music and images may differ, what 

remains steady is the promise that where two or three are gathered, God is there in the midst of us. 

When Jesus was talking to the woman at the well, he said in time we would all worship in …? 

 

Is it overwhelming?  Well, yes it is – unless we remember that we are not in this story alone. God is 

with us. And God’s got this – just like Jesus did when he asked the people to sit down. Sit down and 

receive a miracle, sit down and be fed by Christ, sit down together to be strengthened so that we may 

rise together to serve.  
 

God’s richest blessings on your life and ministry,  

 

 
Reverend Terry Tuvey Allen  

 
Postscript: Why all the trivia questions? Just to have a bit of fun and see who actually reads these reports. There will be a box 

for you to drop your answers in. One person’s will be drawn from all the entries and receive a small token of appreciation for 

your efforts – be sure to put your name and how to reach you on the paper with your “correct” answers. One last question:  

“what make of car did the disciples ride around in?”  
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PACIFICA SYNOD REPORT 

INTERIM DIRECTOR FOR EVANGELICAL MISSION 

2016-17 

 

 It has been a privilege to serve the Pacifica Synod as an interim DEM from September 2016 up to the 

Spring of 2017. Thanks to previous DEM Tim Philips for his direction and passion prior to my interim time.  

My first impression of the synod and your new Bishop Andy Taylor was how focused leadership is to 

develop new ministries in a variety of settings and languages. This continues the ongoing commitment to serve the 

communities in transition that welcome newcomers and continue to bring the message of Christ to the world, 

which is southern California and Hawaii. We have eleven worshipping communities that are either under 

development or synodically authorized worshipping communities that have the potential to eventually evolve into 

new congregations. You have been faithful in support and care for these new sisters and brothers in the faith 

through synodical and special giving as well as prayers and opportunities to share fellowship one with another.  

 While this is an important commitment, as I have gotten to know the territory I am aware of many places 

where existing congregations struggle to renew their ministries in existing and changing communities as well. I 

have just begun a conversation with several congregation leaders about the church redevelopment process that 

takes a new look at their community and opportunities for fresh starts by discerning issues and hosting new 

responses to center the church in their particular settings. The reality is many, if not most, of our congregations are 

worshipping less than they were 5-10 years ago. Many of our buildings are older and some expensive to keep up. 

So, we are often now in a redevelopment mode that calls us to be sharper in our focus and become keenly aware of 

the specific needs and opportunities to reach new people in our community around the building and down the 

street. The ELCA can offer some great assistance in this effort if congregation members are open to new ways of 

being the church. Let your DEM know of your interest in seeking this guidance and care. We are Church Together! 

 The work of the Director for Evangelical Mission is to be a conduit for exploring this journey of a new 

way and connecting you with resources and to others who will walk with you. I would hope from this develops 

Area Ministries that share resources and develop new opportunities together for the sake of the redeeming and 

renewing love of Christ for all. Please let your new DEM know of your desire to walk on this path together and see 

anew what we are called to do in God’s World. 

 Finally, I would like to thank the staff of the Pacifica Synod and Bishop Andy Taylor for welcoming me 

into their midst and being such a gifted, crazy, caring group of folks who love what they do and are as faithful 

stewards of God’s gifts 

God’s Care and Peace,  

The Rev. Ron Zoesch 

 

On May 1, 2017, the Rev. Tom Goellrich joins the Pacifica Synod Staff as Director of Evangelical Mission (DEM). 

The entire Pacifica Synod thanks Pastor Ron Zoesch for serving as Interim DEM since September 2016. 
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Assistant to the Bishop for Finance  

and Asian Ministry Coordinator for Pacifica and Southwest CA Synods 
 

Dear Partners in the Pacifica Synod,  

I would like to start by thanking you again for your support and partnership with the larger church body of the 
ELCA.  The fiscal year that ended January 2017 was a challenging year for me, due to the transitions not only at 
Pacifica Synod office but also at Resurrection Lutheran Church where I am serving part time. Whatever changes 
occur, I feel strongly that the Lord is ultimately in control.  In this report, I briefly describe the synod’s financial 
situations. After discussing financial matters, I briefly mention Asian ministry situations.     

As I started in last year’s report, I included the spreadsheet that reflects key financial figures of the synod operating 
fund and assets figures during the last six fiscal years: 

  

Audited 12 
Months 
Ended 
1/31/12 

Audited 12 
Months 
Ended 
1/31/13 

Audited 12 
Months 
Ended 
1/31/14 

Audited 12 
Months 
Ended 
1/31/15 

Audited 12 
Months 
Ended 
1/31/16 

Audited 12 
Months 
Ended 
1/31/17 

Income             

Congregation Contributions 1,412,126 1,412,520 1,408,671 1,389,491 1,453,247 1,395,635 

Restricted Designation/Donor 505,155 477,833 497,721 331,309 503,383 431,572 

Non-Congregation Income 141,840 135,097 294,387 445,456 325,822 422,769 

Total Income 2,059,121 2,025,450 2,200,779 2,166,256 2,282,452 2,249,976 

Expense             

  Total Benevolence  1,324,192 1,306,982 1,331,654 1,153,806 1,363,705 1,361,622 

  Total Synod Office 675,810 676,387 805,409 868,975 895,751 896,352 

  Total Ministry Teams 22,258 13,072 18,814 13,992 15,550 21,393 

Total Expense 2,022,260 1,996,441 2,155,877 2,036,773 2,275,006 2,279,367 

Net Income Operating Fund Before 
Depreciation 36,861 29,009 44,902 129,483 7,446 -29,392 

       

Designated Assets 2,560,818 1,778,707 1,416,716 1,283,596  2,613,383  3,261,257 

Temp Restricted Assets 807,336 800,271 809,979 867,536     862,453     933,037 

Permanently Restricted Assets 155,573 155,573 155,573 155,573 255,573 430,573 

Unrestricted Net Assets 2,382,954 2,848,350 4,049,666 4,952,622  2,774,201  3,105,545 

 

Since I reported key incidents from FYE Jan 2011 until FYE Jan 2016 in last year’s report, this year, I would like 
to focus on what occurred in the Fiscal Year Ended Jan 2017.  Regarding the Congregation Contribution, 
unfortunately, December 2016 and January 2017 numbers were smaller than one year before, the total amount did 
not reach 1.4 million dollars. This reduced income caused the total Net Income a negative $29,000. As for the 
Assets concerned, Pacifica Synod received a legacy gift from Prince of Peace in Ontario, $1,044K, and Synod 
Council made the decision to utilize $400K for New, Transformation, and Redevelopment (Designated Assets), 
$175K for the Matthew 25 (Temp Restricted), $175K for the Murray and Rhoda Finck Global Engagement 
Mission (Temp Restricted), $54K for Warner Trust (Permanently Restricted), $15K for Robert Miller Scholarship 
Fund (Temp Restricted), and $120K for Congregational Consultant (Unrestricted) after tithing to the ELCA. I hope 
and pray that these additions enable more sustainable grant distributions and enhance Pacifica Synod 
congregations’ vitality.  

Since early 2013, I have been assigned as Asian Ministry Coordinator for both Pacifica and Southwest California 
Synods.  In this synod assembly notebook, again, I present the current list of Asian/Pacific Islanders Ministries 
below.   

Also, I would like to add that I am leading a workshop “Lutheranism in Asia: Its Relevance and Importance in 
Southern California” and hope and pray that it helps Pacifica congregations become more multi-
cultural/generational congregations.   
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Thank you very much for your understanding about the synod financial situations, support of Asian Ministries, and 
support of the larger church body that enables local new/transforming ministries to go forward.  

In Christ’s Service,  
Hitoshi Adachi   
 

Pacifica Synod Asian/Pacific Islanders Ministry 

MINISTRY PASTOR/LAY LEADER CITY LANGUAGE 

Glory  Betty Chen Chula Vista Mandarin 

Filipino  Jogy Deogracias San Diego Tagalong/English 

Taiwanese  Shiau-ting (Paul) Liu & 
Albert Lin   

San Diego Taiwanese/Mandarin 

HKBP California Esra Pangaribuan  Norco Batak/Indonesian 

Grace Taiwanese Thomas Chen (Interim)  Anaheim Mandarin/Taiwanese 

Church of Dream Builders Hyunho Hong Anaheim Korean/English 

Thai Shepherd of the Hills Pongtep (Golf) 
Chutimapongrat 

Whittier Thai 

Imanuel Indonesian 
Fellowship 

Robert Waworuntu Los Alamitos Indonesian  

Japanese Ministry (as a 
part of Resurrection) 

Hitoshi Adachi Huntington Beach Japanese/English 

 

Southwest California Synod Asian/Pacific Islanders Ministry 

MINISTRY PASTOR/LEADER CITY LANGUAGE 

Lutheran Oriental Paul Nakamura Torrance English/Japanese 

LC of the Cross Charlie Wang Arcadia Mandarin/English 

Christ  Philip Demers Monterey Park Mandarin/English 

Faith David Lin Monterey Park Mandarin 

Bethlehem Frank Wang /John Yu Temple City English/Mandarin 

Glory  Newman Chiu Torrance Mandarin 

St. Matthew  Marcos Panahon Glendale Tagalog/English 

Thai Hollywood Pongtep (Golf) 
Chutimapongrat 

Los Angeles  Thai 

Eagle Rock  Violeta Sanders Los Angels English/Tagalog 

Japanese Lutheran 
Community  

Hongsun Kim Torrance Japanese/English/Korean 
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Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational Development and Legacy 

The Rev. Dennis M. Laherty 

 

Titles can seem all inclusive when in fact they are intended to be very specific. “Congregational Development and 

Legacy” is one of those titles. Possibly a better title would be a question that is posed in the Gospel of Luke. 

On the day of Resurrection, two disciples were on the road to Emmaus discussing all that had transpired the 

previous days. Along came a stranger who asked the question, “What are you discussing together as you walk 

along?” That question initiated a further discussion about Resurrection. When the disciples arrive in Emmaus, they 

ask if the stranger would want to stay the night before continuing his travels. It’s at the table, when the stranger 

breaks the bread, that the disciples realize that the stranger is Jesus. The verse in Luke says, “Then their eyes were 

opened and they recognized Him.”   

This position of Assistant to the Bishop is a new position since February, 2017. It is part-time and is intended to 

address the various needs of congregations with average worship attendance of 50 per week or less. It is certainly 

recognized that there are various needs to be addressed in these congregations including mission and ministry, 

pastors, lay leadership, property, and the list goes on. It is not intended that I would have all the answers for 

congregations but I can certainly find a resource that can assist in the particular need(s) of a congregation.  

As these congregations look back 50 years, there are parts of the congregational life that still exist today. A valid 

question to ask is; 50 years from now how will the present time be remembered and still impacting the local 

community? 

The discussion really begins with the question posed by Jesus, “What are you discussing together as you walk 

along?” And with the response is the beginning or continuation of mission and ministry. 

In His Service, 

The Rev. Dennis M. Laherty 
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Pacifica Synod Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

Report to the 2017 Synod Assembly 

 

In May 2016, Pastor Rick Schowalter, ended his tenure as Pacifica Synod’s Director of Youth Ministry Leadership, a 

position he had served in part-time since 2002. While this staff position has not been filled, synodical ministry with those 

serving our congregations in children, youth and family ministries continues in the Pacifica Synod through the work of 

volunteers. 
 

Two of our three synod youth ministry networks continue to gather monthly to provide support, encouragement and 

shared resources for those serving children, youth and families in congregations. Our South Network (San Diego region) 

is coordinated by Pastor Manuel Retamoza of St. Andrew’s, San Diego. Our Orange County Network is coordinated by 

Terri Robertson, who serves in the synod office in the areas of accounting and communication. We are working to once 

again connect our North Network (Inland Empire region) in a way that meets the needs of those who serve in youth 

ministry in this region. Youth ministry leaders are welcome to attend any monthly network gathering. 
 

In August 2016, the 16th annual Youth Ministry Training Event (YMTE) was held on the campus of California Lutheran 

University. This 3-day event provides 4 different tracks of affordable and local youth ministry training. At the completion 

of the 4 tracks, a youth minister becomes a “Recognized Youth Minister of Region 2 of the ELCA”. Since its inception 18 

years ago, over 400 youth ministers have received this quality training. In 2017, this event will once again be held at 

California Lutheran University from August 3-5. This event is organized and led primarily by volunteers in Pacifica & 

Southwest California Synods and is self-supporting through registration fees. 
 

The Pacifica Synod Youth Team currently consists of ten youth members and two adult advisors and works closely with 

the Southwest California Synod Youth Team as they plan, organize, and lead events throughout the year for elementary, 

middle and high school youth. The mission of this team is to walk with our young people as they develop leadership skills 

and work together to be active in the life and ministries of this synod. Many of these team members also attend the Synod 

Assembly as voting members and visitors. Current members of the Pacifica Synod Youth Team are: 
 

President – Hayley Nadolny – St. Olaf, Garden Grove 

Vice-President/E. San Diego Conference Rep – Sydnie Brown – Carlton Hills, Santee 

Definitely-Abled Rep – Mitch Hatz – Mission, Laguna Niguel 

IT Rep – Stone Sharp – Resurrection, Huntington Beach 

Hospitality Rep – Claudia Valenta – Resurrection, Huntington Beach 

Secretary/Big Bear Conference Rep – Marit Hendrickson – First, Redlands 

Saddleback Conference Rep – Gabriella Mark – Mission, Laguna Niguel 

Son & Surf Conference Rep – Austin Richards – St. Olaf, Garden Grove 

At Large Rep – Stone Sharp – Resurrection, Huntington Beach 

At Large Rep – Sam Rice – Resurrection, Huntington Beach 

Adult Advisors – Terri Robertson & Jamie Buffkin 
 

We always welcome youth and adults who would like to serve on our team. We are especially seeking high school youth 

to serve as conference representatives in West San Diego, Harvest, Raincross, Rejoice and Hukilau Conferences, as well 

as a Multi-Cultural Representative. If interested or to get more information, please contact Terri Robertson in the synod 

office. 
 

Two of our youth team members (along with an adult advisor) also represent Pacifica at the ELCA’s annual Youth 

Leadership Summit that takes place each November. In November 2016, Hayley Nadolny (St. Olaf, Garden Grove) and 

Mitch Hatz (Mission, Laguna Niguel) attended the Summit held in Asheville, North Carolina. This event provides an 

opportunity for these team members to connect with other youth serving in synodical youth leadership. 
 

We give thanks for the variety of ways our young people are active in the life of our church both now and in the future and 

for the opportunity to make their voices heard throughout our synod. We ask for your prayers and support as we continue 

to minister to and through them. With gratitude and joy, -Terri Robertson                                             
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Pacifica Synod Council Vice President 

Report to the 2017 Pacifica Synod Assembly 

 

It’s been a year since we gathered at the last Pacifica Synod Assembly in Irvine and so much is new. We have a 

new Bishop. We have new Synod staff. I am new to the role of Vice President and several council members are 

new to their roles as well. It does indeed seem like a new day! 

In August, nine voting members of the Pacifica Synod, including Bishop Taylor and myself, attended the 2016 

Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans. It was an honor to be a part of our church in action. The Pacifica Synod 

Memorial calling upon the ELCA to stand in support of and thanksgiving for current military service members, 

veterans and their families was raised up and adopted by the Assembly.  

The Synod Council has met four times since the last Assembly, beginning in August with a retreat in Redlands and 

at Luther Glen. We gathered for orientation, had time for fellowship and spiritual reflection and of course, did 

business on behalf of the Assembly. Not on the agenda, but definitely a highlight, was meeting the goats and other 

farm animals at Luther Glen. This working farm camp is a real treasure and a wonderful part of our LRCC family.  

I would like to thank Bishop Andy Taylor, the Synod staff and the Synod Council for the devotion each gives to 

the Pacifica Synod, the ELCA and to God. Working alongside these dedicated people as they prayerfully, 

thoughtfully, and sometimes robustly, carry out the work of the church is a true joy and I am thankful for the 

opportunity to serve with them.  

I hope that your time at Assembly is filled with opportunities to be informed, reformed and transformed. That you 

will take your experiences back to your congregations and your communities and do something new. Thank you 

for being here and for being a part of the church in action. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 

me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

Peace,  

Lori Herman    
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ACTIONS OF THE SYNOD COUNCIL 

May 2016-March 2017 

 

SYNOD CALLS 
SC16.05.02 VOTED to extend a synod call to the Rev. Tim Edmondson to Hope Lutheran Church in 
Riverside. 
SC16.08.06 VOTED to approve a synodical call to JP Sabbathi pending final approval by ELCA 
Churchwide Council, scheduled for September. 
SC16.12.06 VOTED to approve synod calls for: 

• The Rev. David Beard as interim to St. Andrew’s, San Diego 

• The Rev. Brad Stienstra as interim to Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Huntington Beach 

• The Rev. Karin Boye as interim to Gethsemane, San Diego 

• The Rev. Joel Martyn as bridge pastor to King of Kings, Oceanside 

• The Rev. John Lunn to Grace Episcopal Church, Moloka’I (8/1/16) 

• The Rev. Ken Severa, extension of Call to Lutheran Church of the Desert, through March 11, 
2017 

SC16.12.08 VOTED to extend a two-year synod call to the Rev. Dennis Laherty as ATTB for 
Congregational Development and Legacy to start February 1, 2017. 
SC17.03.12 VOTED to approve synod calls for the following pastors:  

• The Rev.JP Sabbithi – Hospice Hawaii, Director of Counseling Services* 

• The Rev. Darryl Kozak: First Lutheran, San Diego. January 18, 2017 

• The Rev. Tim Eichler: King of Kings, Oceanside (3 year term call. February 1, 2017) 

• The Rev. Richard Rollefson: Newport Harbor, Newport Beach. January 1, 2017 
SC17.03.12 VOTED to approve synod calls for the following pastors: 

• The Rev.JP Sabbithi – Hospice Hawaii, Director of Counseling Services* 

• The Rev. Darryl Kozak: First Lutheran, San Diego. January 18, 2017 

• The Rev. Tim Eichler: King of Kings, Oceanside (3 year term call. February 1, 2017) 

• The Rev. Richard Rollefson: Newport Harbor, Newport Beach. January 1, 2017 
SC17.03.13 VOTED to amend the motion of the previous contract (SC.16.12.06) with  
The Rev. Ken Severa as Mission Developer of the Lutheran Church of the Desert.  
SC17.03.14 VOTED to extend the contract of the Rev. Ken Severa until March 31, 2018 
SC17.03.15 VOTED to extend call to Tom Goellrich to serve as DEM (Greta Goellrich abstained) 
SC17.03.18 VOTED to approve synod call for the Rev. Robert Waworunto at Immanuel  
Indonesian Fellowship, Los Alamitos 
 
 
ROSTER MATTERS  
SC16.05.09 VOTED to approve the Bishop Emeritus Resolution to present to the assembly. 
SC16.08.05 VOTED to approve on leave from call status for: 

• The Rev. Timothy Philips requests 1st year On Leave from Call. 

• Ms. Roberta Wall, AiM, requests 1st year On Leave from Call 

• David Kieffer, appeal for 2nd year OLC 

• Carol Parmeter Dyer, appeal for 2nd year OLC 

• Barbara Martyn, appeal for 2nd year OLC 

• Rafael Melendez, potential for removal by COB extended OLC beyond three years 

• Karen Perkins – COB extension review  
SC16.08.07 VOTED to grant Murray Finck retirement status, retaining him on the roster of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Pacifica Synod as an ordained minister in good 
standing. 



5-23 

SC16.08.08 VOTED to ratify call status of Melissa James. 
SC16.08.09 VOTED to change Amber Remillard to OLC without restriction. 
SC16.12.05 VOTED to approve on leave from call status for:  

• Ms. Lynn Prechel, AiM (1st year) 

• The Rev. Michael Hagenow (2nd year) 

• The Rev. James Jerpseth (3rd year) 
SC16.12.07 VOTED to grant retirement status to: 

• The Rev. Carl Zimmerman (effective 11/1/2016) 

• The Rev. Gloria Espeseth (effective 11/20/2016) 

• The Rev. Laurie Line (effective 12/3/2016) 

• Ms. Barbara Martyn, Diaconal Minister (effective 12/9/2016) 

• The Rev. Sharon Gunderson (effective 1/1/2017) 
SC16.12.19 VOTED NOT TO GRANT retirement status to Dennis Dirks due to his actions at Prince of 
Peace. 
SC17.03.03 VOTED to ratify the electronic vote to extend the on leave from call status of the Rev. 
Karen Perkins  

SC17.03.10 VOTED to approve on leave from call status for: 

• The Rev. Joel Martyn – 2-1-2017 (1st year) 

• The Rev. Karla Seyb-Stockton – 1-11-2017 (1st year) 

• The Rev. David Kieffer – 11-21-2015 (2nd year) 

• The Rev. Karen DS Perkins – 8-24-2012 (2nd extension from COB) 
SC17.03.11 VOTED to approved the retirement for the following pastors: 

• The Rev. Richard Schowalter – effective 5/1/17  

• The Rev. Kathleen Waltz – effective 9/16/14  
SC17.03.16 VOTED to grant DISABILITY status to:  

• The Rev. Mark Cansino – effective 2/15/17 
 

CONGREGATION MATTERS  
SC16.08.13 VOTED to allow Hope Lutheran Church in Temecula to move from the Raincross 
conference to Harvest Conference 
SC16.12.13 VOTED to grant Hope, Temecula request to receive $3500 of next year’s grant, 
immediately. 
SC16.12.20 VOTED to accept Lutheran Church of the Desert – consolidation of Faith, Joshua Tree & 
Immanuel Prince of Peace. 
SC16.12.21 VOTED to allow Synodically Authorized Worshiping Community “The Table” to move 
from Saddleback Conference to the Son & Surf Conference 
SC17.03.17 VOTED to approve SAWC’s as listed: Central City Lutheran Mission, San Bernardino; 
Welcome Ministry of El Cajon, El Cajon; Immanuel Indonesian Fellowship, Los Alamitos; Batak ELCA 
Ministry, San Bernardino; Crave Life Church, Buena Park 
SC.17.03.19 VOTED to approve the constitution of House of Prayer, Escondido 

 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS  
SC16.05.04 VOTED to receive the Treasurer Report pending audit. 
SC16.05.05 VOTED to authorize the Finance Committee to reinvest the $1.3 million in the Mission 
Investment Fund. 
SC16.08.04 VOTED to approve the Treasurer Report pending audit. 
SC16.12.04 VOTED to approve the treasurer report pending audit. 
SC16.12.09 VOTED to approve the Recommended Spend Plan FYE 1/31/18 
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SC16.12.10 VOTED to designated ELCA tithe from POP, Ontario proceeds as follows: $75,000 to 
ELCA Global Mission campaign, $30,000 to ELCA general fund. 
 
SC16.12.11 VOTED to approve POP, Ontario proceeds as listed. 

 
SC16.12.12 VOTED to approve Mission Funding 

SC16.12.14 VOTED to raise the amount of Matthew 25 distribution by $17,000 in order to fund all 26 
requests for grants. 
SC16.12.15 VOTED to approve Matthew 25 distribution as listed on page 8 in financial report 
SC16.12.23 VOTED to approve $1000 from Portico Wellness money to support MYLE & DAYLE at 
the 2017 WSYG. 
SC16.12.24 VOTED to approve payment for the shortfall for the Administrator/Secretary retreat, in the 
amount of $1419.43 from the Portico fund. 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY MATTERS 
SC16.12.17 VOTED to approve the voting members for additional ethnic ministries 
SC17.03.04 VOTED to approve the treasurer report pending audit. 
SC17.03.05 VOTED to approve the 2017 spend plan as proposed, and to recommend to the Synod 
Assembly the 2018 budget as proposed, pending approval from the Mission Fund Committee. 
SC17.03.06 VOTED to grant voice & vote to full communion partners, who serve as pastors in Pacifica 
Synod congregations, per S7.27 

SC17.03.08 VOTED to refer the constitution changes to synod assembly (m/s/c) 
SC17.03.09 VOTED to approve wording in constitution “to approve seasonal membership” (m/s/c) 
SC17.03.20 VOTED to designate 2017 Synod Assembly offerings be given 50% to Young Adults in 
Global Mission (YAGM) and 50% to our companion synod. 
SC17.03.21 VOTED to accept the resolution from Hukilau conference. 
SC17.03.22 VOTED to approve the attached list with addition of Thrivent. 
SC17.03.23 VOTED to allow LRCC to hold a fundraiser during the assembly this year  
to help with unexpected veterinarian bills. 
SC17.03.24 VOTED to move that we approve the attached resolution regarding  
conference realignment and representation on Synod Council for consideration by the Synod Assembly. 
SC17.03.25 VOTED to approve the conference realignment as presented for the San  
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Diego conferences. The conference line for San Diego East and West be the 15 freeway, and the 
conferences be renamed East San Diego and West San Diego. Ascension, Tierrasanta, and St. Andrew’s 
will move to the East San Diego Conference, (previously Sonshine). 
 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS  
SC16.05.09 VOTED to appoint Bill Tirney, Leslie Atkins, and LeRoy Loseke as trustees for the College 
Lutheran property. 
SC16.08.12 VOTED to approve Elizabeth Loesing as new Finance Committee member. 
SC16.08.14 VOTED to appoint the Rev. Lara Martin & Paul Coulter to Executive Committee. 
SC16.08.15 VOTED to appoint Gary Kakert, the Rev. Laura Ziehl, and the Rev. Lara Marin to Christ 
Lutheran Church task force. 
SC16.08.20 VOTED to name Bishop Emeritus Finck to the Reformation 500 Planning Team. 
SC16.12.18 VOTED to approve the trustees for Salem Lutheran as listed:  Tom Pankow (St Paul 
Lutheran, Fullerton), Mary Ann Carlson (Emanuel Lutheran, La Habra),  
Rev. Terry Tuvey Allen, Rev. Tom Goellrich (St Paul Lutheran, Fullerton), John and Josephine Proctor 
(Salem) and David Miller (Salem). 
SC16.12.22 VOTED to ratify the LRCC Board members as listed: 
the Rev. Manuel Retamoza, the Rev. Kim Krogstad, the Rev. Laura Ziehl, the Rev. Terry Tuvey Allen 
(non-voting member) 
SC.16.12.23 VOTED to approve the recommendation of the Executive Council to extend the Rev. Laura 
Ziehl term by 1 year and elect the following:  

• Saddleback Conference: Female, lay. 

• Lay at Large: Female, lay. Ethnic or English as a second language. 

• Youth: Under 20 years old at time of election. 
 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SC16.05.07 VOTED to authorize the listing of  the property of College Lutheran Church at 6650 
Montezuma Road, San Diego CA. 

SC16.08.10 VOTED to add Bishop Taylor & Rachel Line to synod checking as authorized signers, 
joining Gary, Pr. Terry, Pr. Hitoshi 
SC16.08.11 VOTED to approve Bishop Taylor as authorized signer on MIF, ELCA Foundation, and 
Thrivent accounts. 
SC16.08.16 VOTED Synod to write a letter to be hand delivered by Bishop Taylor or the Rev. Terry 
Tuvey Allen to Atonement Lutheran. 
SC.16.08.17 That the synod invite and pay for 2 staff members to attend TheOasis. 
SC16.08.18 VOTED to accept synod contract from Faith Growth, Inc. with the cost not to exceed 
$5000.00 for the synod website. 

SC16.12.16 VOTED to approve the housing allowance as presented by the personnel committee. 
SC16.12.25 VOTED that Pacifica Synod become an Associate Member of “Friends of Orange County 
Detainees.” 
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Pacifica Synod Council, 2016-2017 
 

Officers 

Term of Office – 4 Years 

 

NAME      POSITION    EXPIRES 

Bishop Andrew Taylor    Bishop, First Term   2022 

1801 C Parkcourt Place         (6 year term) 

Santa Ana CA 92701 

 (714) 692-2791 

andytaylor@pacificasynod.org 

Bishop, First Term, 2022 

 

Ms Lori Herman    Vice President, First Term  2020 

1919 Falmouth Dr 

El Cajon CA 92020  

(619) 992-0995 C 

lehermannew@gmail.com 

Vice President, First Term, 2020 

 

Ms Angela Jackson    Secretary, First Term   2020 

5711 Roswell St 

San Diego CA 92114 

(858) 740-7609 

angelagangstad@hotmail.com 

Secretary, First Term, 2020 

 

Mr Gary Kakert     Treasurer, appointed   2017 

9565 Slater Ave No 20 

Fountain Valley CA 92708 

(714) 317-8010 H 

gary@kakert.com 

Treasurer 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Bishop Andrew Taylor   2–yr Terms: 

Ms. Lori Herman    Mr. Paul Coulter, First, 2018 

Ms. Angela Jackson    The Rev. Lara Martin, First, 2018 

Mr. Gary Kakert    The Rev. Kim Krogstad, First, 2016 
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Ms Linda Blanche     Ms Greta Goellrich 

28055 Grosse Point Drive    1330 Ditwood Place 

Menifee CA 92586     La Habra CA 90631 

(951) 679 1518 W     (714) 390-5762 C 

(714) 357-5815 C     greta.goellrich@gmail.com 

bwl2jak@aol.com     Rejoice Conference, First Term, 2019 

Raincross Conf. Ref, Second Term, 2018 

 

Mr Paul Coulter      The Rev Darin Johnson 

21621 Zamora Lane     5863 Hardy Ave 

Huntington Beach CA 92646    San Diego CA 92115 

(714) 469-1262 H     (619) 729-1278 C 

(714) 463-1262 C     (619) 583-3972 W 

pjchb@aol.com      pdnjohnson@gmail.com 

Lay at Large, Second, 2019    Sonshine Conf Rep, Second Term, 2018 

 

Mr Jeff Cours      The Rev Kim Krogstad 

417 Santa Dominga     1207 Cypress Avenue 

Solano Beach CA 92075    Redlands, CA  92373-5725 

(858) 245-7727 H     (714) 296-2178 C 

jtcours@gmail.com     (909) 793-2267 W 

W. San Diego Conf. Rep, Second Term, 2018  kekrog@earthlink.net 

       Big Bear Conf. Rep, First Term, 2017 

 

Mr Rafael del Castillo     The Rev Lara Martin 

289 Kawaihae St No 222    1700 North Towne Avenue 

Honolulu HI 96825     Claremont CA 91711 

(808) 782-1262 C     (909) 685-8087 C 

rafa.atty@gmail.com     (909) 626-2714 W 

Hukilau Conf. Rep, First Term, 2017   PastorLaraMartin@gmail.com 

       Clergy at Large, Second Term, 2018 

 

Ms. Becky Draper     Mr Paul Moehlman 

20845 Viento Valle     5351 Anthony Ave 

Escondido, CA 92025     Garden Grove CA 92845 

(858) 382-8719 C     (714) 606-3110 H 

beckdraper@yahoo.com     paul_moehlman@yahoo.com 

Harvest Conf. Rep, First Term, 2019   Lay at Large, Second Term, 2018 

 

Vacant       Ms Jan Neuhaus 

Ethnic Lay at Large     9540 Hinton Drive 

       Santee CA 92071 

       (619) 922-6888 C 

       mjneuhaus52@gmail.com 

       Lay at Large, First Term, 2019 
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Mr Jeffrey Roberts     Mr Darrell Tuntland 

6746 Paseo del Vista     19286 Champion Lane 

Carlsbad, CA 92009     Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

(760) 212-4764 C     (714) 960-0933 H 

jmrobert@callutheran.edu    (714) 330-5018 C 

Youth Representative, First Term, 2017   dtuntland@yahoo.com 

       Son & Surf Conf. Rep, Second Term, 2018 

 

Vacant       The Rev. Laura Ziehl 

Saddleback Conf. Rep     925 Balour Drive 

       Encintas CA 92024 

       (760) 814-5141 C 

       revziehl@sbcglobal.net 

       Clergy at Large, remainder of term, 2018 
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Conference Reports 
#1 East San Diego and #2 West San Diego Conferences Joint Report 
This year, thought it might be interesting simply to share our co-conferences’ 
Wednesday schedule since the 2016 Synod Assembly.* Rostered leaders of this 
conference meet weekly for scripture study, worship and conversation from 8:30-
10:45am. Here are the topics we’ve discussed, the guest speakers we’ve had, the 
churches and other places we’ve visited, and who’s had a chance to preach and 
preside among us. We continue to give thanks for our very strong collegiality and 
our new site host, during the academic year: Gethsemane Lutheran Church. (In 
the summer, as you can see here, we travel to our various congregations.) 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Dan Roschke, Dean, East San Diego  
The Rev. Karen Marohn, Dean, West San Diego 

 

Date Preacher-Presider “Table Talk” Topic Facilitator Location 
 

5/5/2016  Synod Assembly  Irvine Marriott 

5/11/2016 Rick Schowalter Assembly follow-up  Montezuma 

Property 

5/18/2016 Bohdan Vadis Doors of Change  Montezuma 

Property 

5/25/2016 Jogy Olivar Hope Lutheran  Montezuma 

Property 

6/1/2016 Kate Schlechter Dean's Day  Montezuma 

Property 

6/8/2016 Wilk Miller   Montezuma 

Property 

6/15/2016 Doolittle/Allen Clairemont  Clairemont 

6/22/2016 Hand/Finnecy Calvary  Calvary 

6/29/2016 NO CONFERENCE  Confirmation Camp Luther Glen 

7/6/2016 Gloria Espeseth Gethsemane  Gethsemane 

7/13/2016 Bohdan Vadis Tierrasanta  Tierrasanta 

7/20/2016 Darin Johnson Agape House  Agape House 

7/27/2016 Maria Santa Cruz Our Savior's  Our Savior's 

8/3/2016 Shane Freiberg Navy Base Coronado  Navy Base 

Coronado 

8/10/2016 Dan Roschke SVLC  Shepherd of the 

Valley 

8/17/2016 San Diego Food Bank  Bill Radatz  

8/24/2016 Karen Marohn St. Peter's by the Sea  St. Peter's by the 

Sea 

8/31/2016 Brian Oltman Resurrection Coronado  Resurrection 

Coronado 

9/7/2016 Richard Vevia St. John's, El Cajon  St. John's, El Cajon 

9/14/2016 Dave Nagler Christ, PB  Christ, PB 

9/17/2016  Bishop's Gathering  St. Andrew's 

9/21/2016 Rick Schowalter Carton Hills, Santee  Carton Hills, Santee 

9/28/2016 Gloria Espeseth Transition at Gethsemane  Gethsemane 

10/5/2016 Karen Marohn Deans Day-Reformation 

500 

 Gethsemane 

10/12/2016 Manuel Retamoza Cal Lutheran Church 

Relations 

Desta Goehner, CLU Gethsemane 
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10/19/2016 Bill Radatz Lutheran Office of Public 

Policy 

 Gethsemane 

10/26/2016 no mtg THEOASIS   Palm Desert 

 11/9/2016 Dan Roschke + 

Retirement Blessing for 

Gloria Espeseth 

  Gethsemane 

11/16/2016 Jonathan Doolittle Military Outreach Ministries 

Program 

Chuck Smith Gethsemane 

11/23/2016 no meeting   Gethsemane 

11/30/2016 Darin Johnson Student Homelessness  Gethsemane 

12/7/2016 Paul Bieber Deans Day  Gethsemane 

12/14/2016 Andy Taylor + 

Retirement Blessing for 

Laurie Line 

Larry Koger’s death Andy Taylor Gethsemane 

12/21/2016 no meeting    

12/28/2016 no meeting    

1/4/2017 Richard Vevia Deans Day  Gethsemane 

1/11/2017 Rick Fry   Gethsemane 

1/18/2017 Paul Bieber   Gethsemane 

1/25/2017 Brian Oltman PLTS in San Diego Daren Erisman Gethsemane 

2/1/2017 no meeting DOTR  Temecula 

2/8/2017 Dave Nagler Refugees in U.S. Kathi Andersen -
LIRS 

Gethsemane 

2/15/2017 Larry Hand Deans Day + Retirement 

Blessing for Rick Schowalter 

 Gethsemane 

2/22/2017 Cyndi Jones Scripture and the 
Executive Orders 

Nagler shares from his 
presentation at Christ 
LC last week 

Gethsemane 

3/1/2017 no meeting Ash Wednesday   

3/8/2017 Karin Boye Immigration Erin Grassi Gethsemane 

3/15/2017 Manuel Retamoza Deans Day  Gethsemane 

3/22/2017 Jonathan Doolittle Decolonizing Lutheranism Francisco Herrera, 
PhD candidate @ 
LSTC 

Gethsemane 

3/29/2017 Rick Schowalter   Gethsemane 

4/5/2017 Bohdan Vadis Deans Day  Gethsemane 

4/12/2017 no meeting Holy Week   

4/19/2017 no meeting First Week of Easter   

4/26/2017 David Beard   Gethsemane 

5/3/2017 Kate Schlechter Deans Day  Gethsemane 

5/10/2017 no meeting Synod Assembly  Town & Country, 

San Diego 

* Other noteworthy, important and social gatherings of both lay and clergy -- like service days, the Chili 
Cook-off, farewells, parties, retreats, pub nights, installations, funerals, etc. -- have happened this past 
year in our joint conferences too. We’re just choosing to focus on Wednesdays in this year’s report. 
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#3 Harvest Conference Report 
 
The Harvest Conference includes north San Diego County and Temecula (in Riverside County). Below are some 
highlights of how God is powerfully working in and through our congregations’ ministries to embody the Gospel in 
our locally and globally . . .  
  
Bethlehem, Encinitas . . . God is in the middle of lots of change and activity at Bethlehem as we transition to a 
new youth director, sharing the position with St. Andrew's Episcopal Church across the street from us, and a new 
pastoral associate (pastor or deacon).  With an active and diverse social ministry presence, we are discerning God's 
call to be more fully present in the world in areas of justice, particularly in refugee support and resettlement, as well 
as living into our new Reconciled in Christ identity. 
 
Hope, Temecula, is Building Hope for the Future as we move toward summer completion of our new church and 
preschool building. From a temporary storefront location, Hope has found new ways to share Jesus' love as we 
serve our neighbors and partner with other churches and our interfaith sisters and brothers for the sake of Christ and 
our community. 
 
Incarnation, Poway, continues to be a congregation that is dedicated to serving God in the service of God’s 
people.  In addition to regular worship, study, and service opportunities we participated in a number of local, 
domestic, and global outreach and mission activities. God has blessed ILC with opportunities to serve his people.   
 
King of Kings, Oceanside, has welcomed new pastor Tim Eichler and is looking forward to sharing the gospel 
with North County coastal communities. 
 
San Marcos, San Marcos highlights this year include outreach and friendships with the local mosque in Vista, 
inviting the mosque to our "God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday, sharing meals and inviting Muslim friends to give 
adult forums. Our Music and Arts program invited neighborhood kids to experience art, music, and a meal with 
us. Our youth and parents participated in "Honoring Our Neighbor's Faith," hearing speakers from various 
religions, then going to their place of worship. 
 
Spirit of Joy, Ramona is excited about the future as we continue to share in mission with our community. This 
past year "Gods Work, Our Hands." realized over 125 children and adults working together on nine projects 
reaching out to Ramona. We continue our theme "Glorious Unfolding" with the building of our facility to be 
completed late 2017, a vision for the church and community for 25 years. 
 
Spirit Harbor, Carlsbad continues to be blessed with great opportunities to work with a network of local church, 
government, business, and non-profit partners dedicated to ending homelessness in Carlsbad.  We are working on 
a new initiative to better coordinate services so that we can connect those we serve with the right resources - at the 
right time - to allow them the best chance of permanently getting off the street. 
 
Our sisters and brothers at Calvary, Solano Beach, First, Vista (Primera Iglesia) and House of Prayer, 

Escondido, are also actively and faithfully serving Christ and our neighbors in exciting and creative ways. 
 

In God’s Gracious Grip, 

The Rev. Sandy Bentz, Interim Dean, Harvest 
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#4 Raincross Conference Report 
   
1. From Good Shepherd-Claremont-Lara Martin writes: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
has formed a Social Justice Task Force (SJTF) within the congregation for the purpose of unifying 
its various ministries toward greater substantial action in the surrounding community.  Current 
projects that the SJTF is working on include: partnering with local social services organizations 
(Inland Valley Hope Partners and Central City Lutheran Mission) in caring for the poor, 
participating in interfaith events in our community, caring for recent parolees through partnership 
with a local half way home and caring for women in prison though providing Christmas care 
packages to women at California Institute for Women Prison in Chino.  
 
2. From Faith-Sun City-Linda Blanche writes: One of our mission projects at Faith is our 
Kids 4 Kids program. We partnered with the Menifee Valley Community Cupboard and their 
backpack program to feed hungry children that do not have enough to eat on the weekend. The 
program works in conjunction with the Menifee Union School District.  When the program started 
in February 2014 there were 18 students entered, as of February 2017 there are 87 students 
registered to receive a backpack.  Faith purchases food in bulk from Sysco Foods and then 
repackages the rice and beans in one pound packs. The finished product is sent to the Menifee 
Valley Community Cupboard for distribution along with other food items. The backpacks are sent 
to the designated schools for the students to take home on Friday and return empty on Monday. 
Since the start of this program Faith has donated 12,000 pounds of rice and beans. In 2016 Faith 
also donated 2,271 pounds of food to the Menifee Valley Community Cupboard. 
 
3. From Lord of Life-Moreno Valley-Carol Reed writes: At Lord of Life Lutheran Church in 
Moreno Valley last year, we began Cards for Cops.  Streets are not as safe as in years past.  There 
is derision for respect for others.  First responders are a small, dedicated part of society holding 
the line in service to others, often at great peril to themselves.  What we do is pray for them every 
week in church.  They are constantly on our prayer chain list.  We carry cards of thanksgiving to 
give them on the streets and wherever we encounter them.  We thank them for their service, their 
dedication and their professionalism. We tell them we are praying for their safety so they get to go 
home at the end of every shift.  This year we plan to include invitations to services and to become 
part of a group of people who care for others in whatever small ways we can find.  It started with 
cops.  Now it includes firefighters, emergency personnel and members of the military.  Plans for 
the future include exploiting our annual presence at Relay for Life by telling people they can help 
us in the endeavor to help create a society they WANT to live in, by inviting them to participate 
with us in hopefully more community activities that support a more loving society.  
 
4. From Bethany-Norco-Jonathan Vincent writes: Settlement house in Corona has groceries 
for those in need including the homeless. They also have a thrift shop for the same clientele.  We 
contribute by a coin—and sometimes cash—collection in the offering once a month.  We also 
advertise for the Norco Animal Shelter.  Hooves for Healing is helping cancer survivors in Norco 
through a prayer chain and support groups.   
 
5.   From Trinity-Riverside-Kent Tuohino writes: Our Breakfast at Trinity (BAT) program 
expanded to serve a free dinner every Monday in addition to a free breakfast every Saturday for 
our homeless and low-income neighbors. Beverly Erck was honored as an outstanding lay leader 
at the 2016 Pacifica Synod Assembly in recognition of her work in starting the BAT meal ministry 
at Trinity. Our Building Missional Capacity for Sustainability Team led an asset-mapping 
workshop in March that brainstormed ideas for new ministries and programs. As a result of that 
workshop, Trinity has become involved with “Faith in Motion,” a partnership between churches, 
social service providers, and the Riverside County Department of Public Social Services. This has 
led us to participate in several projects to help foster children and families in crisis. 
We launched a new Saturday night worship service in May. Led by Christina Reza, a mission 
team traveled from Trinity to the “Angel’s Smile” children’s home in Tijuana, starting a 
relationship that continues to grow. 
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Our summer day camp program in July brought 20 kids to Trinity for a week of faith-building 
activities, led by staff from Lutheran Retreats, Camps & Conferences. 
We were blessed in August with a visit by our missionaries serving in Malaysia, the Revs. Eric & 
Wendolyn Trozzo and their two sons. 
We celebrated the Rite of Ordination for Erin Armstrong in December. Erin is now serving as the 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Hemet. 
 
6.   From Eden-Riverside-Linda Brown writes: at Eden we have continued to supply LSS with 50 
lunches per week for the people in need who come their way.  During the course of the year our 
quilters have made and given away more than 250 prayer quilts, baby blankets, and full sized 
quilts to various agencies in the Riverside area and beyond.  Pastor Linda has given out nearly 100 
Stater Bros. food cards to people in need who came into her office as well as nearly 75 hygiene 
packs containing personal items and various other necessities.  At Christmas time the 
congregation supplied the Riverside County office of Social Services with gifts for more than 40 
foster children in the area.  The names were given to one of our members, the call went out for 
need, the congregation overwhelmingly responded. Members of Eden volunteer at a Riverside 
outreach program called Glocally Connected where they assist women and children who are 
recent refugees from Syria and Afghanistan learn English, they assist them with reading and 
writing, etc. to further assist them in assimilating into America life and culture.  We support 
Riverside City mission each month by supplying them a location from which to distribute their 
food boxes to the needy in the community.  In 2017 as a social outreach program we are choosing 
local non-profit agencies to support each month.  So far this year we have supported Riverside 
City mission by collecting food and needed materials, UCR’s food pantry for students who are 
food deprived, and the no kill Room 8 Cat Adoption agency. We are also partnering with the 
many churches in Riverside to work to address the issue of homelessness in our community.  
These have been very worthwhile endeavors for this congregation.     
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

The Rev. Linda Brown, Dean, Raincross 
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#5 Big Bear Conference Report 
 
The Big Bear Conference forges ahead with varied ministries from 14 congregations and a major 
mission site on behalf of the Pacifica Synod across the geographically largest county in the United 
States. Challenged in many ways, these ministries are finding new ways to be the church. The 
pastors meet once a month for support and encouragement. Here are some ways this mission is 
marching ahead.      
 
St. John's in Palm Desert continued to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through weekly Worship 
Services and various ministries initiating multi-generational Saturday Night Christian Education 
and a weekly Adult Bible Study, launching a new website, welcoming 32 new members and 
celebrating seven baptisms, completing an outdoor multi-purpose lot, and continuing to partner 
with community organizations like FIND, Coachella Valley Rescue Mission, and Narrow Door. In 
addition, St. John’s raised thousands of dollars in support of veterans by providing the Armed 
Forces Prayer Book to ELCA chaplains along the entire western coast of America in outreach to 
military, prison, and hospital personnel.  
 
At Hope Lutheran Church in Palm Desert the most significant new ministry activity is their 
contemporary worship service held in their newly completed Hope Center. This service has done a 
tremendous job of attracting a diverse group of people from their community with an average 
weekly attendance of over 300 and an additional 40 children to our Sunday school. To assist them 
in launching this new service, they have hired two well-known local pastors that were asked to 
resign from their Evangelical mega-church because of their insistence on the inclusion of all 
people regardless of sexuality. Hope is becoming known in our community as a place where all 
people are welcome. In addition, Hope continues to be a prime supporter of many ministries in the 
Pacifica Synod and the ELCA nationally. 
 
Our Savior’s in Banning did a “God’s Work, Our Hands” project joining with the Hmong 
Christian Alliance Church and Congregation Shalom Bayit that uses their facility, and with 
community groups doing a three month project to support troops overseas. They hosted a Prayer 
Breakfast and several helpful activities. This effort sent over 250 packets with cards and coupons 
to the VA Hospital. Also, $226 was sent to the ELCA Chaplaincy for the Armed Forces Prayer 
Books.  Later, they shared a “Dedication/Mid-Summer BBQ” with the other congregations to 
dedicate  new church campus improvements. Lastly, they completed their first year of their 
“Senior Care Connection” program talking with community leaders and agencies to assess what 
the needs for seniors are in their area. These actions lead to a Community Forum in February. 
 
The Lutheran Church of Our Savior in San Bernardino celebrated 50 years of being located at 
5050 North Sierra Way. During this past year they hosted hundreds of their neighbors for use of 
their facility in partnership of supporting the neighborhood. They added new missionary support 
for South Sudan, continued work at Mary’s Table for the hungry and increased help to Central 
City Lutheran Mission (CCLM), both in San Bernardino. We added outreach to ELCA Federal 
Chaplaincies with plans for more events in support of this outreach. The Youth group of Spirit of 
Hope (SOH) joins our youth for a combined witness of learning and growth. We already work 
closely with SOH and CCLM in a tri-mission effort for God and neighbor in San Bernardino.  
 
Cross and Crown in Rancho Cucamonga continues to be a place of life and vitality. In 2017 
Cross and Crown was able to sell 3+ acres of land and make a large gift to the Pacifica Synod 
possible, and pay off a large debt. Pastor Rich Ajer is in his second year as a redevelopment pastor 
(half-time). They continue to be a regular partner with Central City Lutheran Mission in San 
Bernardino and other local outreach plans in their community. They designate 15% of their 
regular offerings to the work of the wider church and share their building weekly with a Methodist 
Korean congregation and a local home-schooling enrichment program. Cross and Crown’s goal is 
to always keep the Christ central to their mission and life together.  
    



5-35 

At Trinity, Victorville, it was a year of members stepping forward into embracing God’s call to 
loving service. A new kitchen was finished with a soon-to-be commercially approved space to 
serve the community in new ways, working with partners in the community. Also, the 
congregation extended God’s welcome in a renaming ceremony for a transgendered member of 
the congregation who transitioned genders. Some members had misgivings about this action, but 
most all were open to conversation and continued to welcome with open arms. Finally, Trinity 
extended ministries of service, including giving away over 100 Thanksgiving meals to 
underprivileged families, with members of the Service Team taking over this ministry in the 
absence of long-time coordinators. The congregation is looking forward to living into God’s call 
in these and many more ways in 2017! 
  
The congregations of Gloria Dei Lutheran in Fontana and Lutheran Church of the Cross in 

Rialto continue in transition of their ministries over the last three years moving from a shared 
full-time pastorate to separate ministries with one church covered by supply pastors and the other 
with a short term interim ministry, and now both congregations share one contract pastor with 
limited hours and ministry. Their compassion for the homeless remains strong despite fast shifting 
demographics in their neighborhoods. Their love of getting together for the mission of God is a 
joy. Key for the future is members to recognize their calling to ministry and prioritize what is 
central. In the midst of struggles, there is faith, prayer, and thankfulness.  God’s promises are 
being lived out amidst God’s People 
 
Faith Lutheran, Joshua Tree, and Immanuel Prince of Peace, Twentynine Palms have been 
busily proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through services, activities, and through all our 
members. We have engaged in Bible Studies and much discussion…the result of which was the 
merging of the two congregations as the “Lutheran Church of the Desert” to better serve people 
in the Morongo Basin.  Two of the highlights of ministry were serving Firefighters and 
Ambulance Personnel on “Helping Hands” Sunday with pulled pork and coleslaw and treating 
over 500 youngsters on Halloween. We look forward to the next year of ministry!  
 
Since July 2013, Faith Lutheran in Yucaipa and St. Alban's Episcopal in Yucaipa is in a 
shared ministry with one full-time priest. Joint church offices are in one location and share one 
Administrative Assistant. Ministry at Faith includes Choir and Bell Choir, Sunday School, Caring 
Servants (communion to shut-ins), a WELCA group and a food pantry serving between 80-115 
families every two weeks. St. Alban's ministry includes Food Forward (backyard harvesting to 
supply the Food Pantry), Red Shirt Project (youth go to South Dakota to help on the Indian 
Reservation), Lay Eucharistic Visitors (communion to shut-ins), and a Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
Faith Lutheran Dorcas Circle created 62 quilts for around the world in 2016. These groups include 
both Lutheran and Episcopal women as does the Prayer Shawl Ministry producing 50 shawls last 
year. The shawls are given to families at baptisms, marriages, memorial services, and in hospitals. 
Each shawl is made while praying so that when wrapped in one, the individual is wrapped in the 
prayers of that person and of both communities. Faith Lutheran and St. Alban's have joint services 
during the year on a variety of occasions. The Council and Bishop's Committee meet jointly each 
quarter and in 2016 held a joint Mutual Ministry Review. Faith Lutheran provides space for 10 
Recovery groups.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

The Rev. Scottie Lloyd, Dean, Big Bear 
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#7 Saddleback Conference Report 
 
Grace to you and peace from the Saddleback Conference!  Here are some of our conferences 
ministries: 
 
Church of the Master, Corona Del Mar: Served by Pastor Mark Anderson, Church of the 
Master is committed to sending benevolence to several national and local organizations including 
Lutheran Braille Workers (lbwinc.org) and Lutheran Association of Missionary Pilots 
(lampministry.org) 
 
Newport Harbor, Newport Beach: Pastor Richard Rollefson has recently begun an intentional 
ministry in this congregation. Known for exceptional music in worship and their preschool, 
Newport Harbor is looking forward to deepening their relationship with each other and Pastor 
Rollefson. 
 
Gloria Dei, Dana Point: A new sanctuary is under construction at Gloria Dei, and while strategic 
planning is happening on how to best utilize their space, Gloria Dei is also working with Bridge of 
Hope (bridgeofhopeinc.org) and partner ministry Families Forward (families-forward.org) to 
accompany at-risk families to find housing and meaningful employment. The church also visits 
Los Angelitos orphanage in Mexico four times a year to support older high school girls as they 
prepare for college. Pastor David Mattson and Pastor Sabrina Vasta serve here. 
 
Community Lutheran, Rancho Santa Margarita – Pastor Marty Jacobson and his congregation 
celebrate their drought-tolerant and sustainable landscaping throughout their property. The 
members worked together to do the work, becoming wise stewards of their resources and talent. 
The congregation also visits Mexico with Strong Tower Ministries (strongtowerministries.info). 
Josiah Canto is their Director of Youth and Family Ministries. 
 
Mission, Laguna Niguel –Pastor Bill Snyder serves this congregation which has found great joy 
in their “InterGen” service, an intergenerational worship which brings together people of all ages. 
The service is held every other month and is an active service, without sermon, featuring skits, 
chimes for the kids to play during songs and much movement. 
 
Christ, San Clemente – Christ has launched a new ministry this year called Laundry Love 
(www.laundrylove.org), a joint ministry with a local Episcopal church. Laundry Loves are held all 
over the country, started when a group of people asked a homeless man named T-Bone what 
might help him. “I think if I had clean clothes, people would treat me as a human being.” Once a 
month Laundry Love takes over a local laundromat, greeting guests and paying for the loads of 
anyone who comes in, including low-income families and homeless of the area. Pastor Brenda 
Bos serves this congregation. 
 
Our Savior’s, San Clemente – Pastor Jeff Frohner lifts up Our Savior’s involvement in Gilchrist 
House, a transitional housing unit for women and children in San Clemente. The church hosts a 
monthly meal which also includes music, devotions, play and monthly birthday parties for the kids 
of the house. OSL also joins several other local churches in Welcome Inn, providing dinner for 
40-50 working poor and homeless a few nights a month on the state beach. We give thanks for the 
leadership and friendship of our retired pastors who remain active in Conference meetings, 
including John Knudson, George Johnson and David Lindberg.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

The Rev. Brenda Bos, Dean, Saddleback 
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#8 Son & Surf Conference Report 

The Son and Surf conference has developed a good cooperative ministry this past year.  Congregations worked 

together on “God’s work, Our hands” Sunday by gathering food for LSS.  The conference conducts a periscope 

study on the first and third Wednesdays at the Synod office from 9:00-11:30 each month, and conducts a monthly 

meeting at noon on the third Wednesday each month. 

There were two pastoral changes in the conference.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Los Alamitos called Jennifer 

Schultz to be their pastor and she was installed Feb. 19th, 2016.  Carl Zimmerman retired from Lutheran Church of 

the Resurrection in Huntington Beach and Brad Stienstra is serving as the interim pastor.   

There are a number of exciting ministries being conducted by the congregations of the conference. 

St. Olaf in Garden Grove has taken on more ownership of having a regional office of Lutheran Social Services  at 

our site and now help maintain a clothing depot and offer shower services as needed for the homeless.  The food 

pantry is busier than ever.  LSS now even offers professional Counseling services!  We also are a participant in a 

multi-church outreach event that brings a lunch meal on Fridays to over 60 homeless within a 3 mile radius of 

downtown Garden Grove.   

Christ Lutheran Orange decided to offer and organize a quarterly service project that involved our members and 

ministry partners. In the first quarter we offered the opportunity for people to show up at the Orange County Food 

Bank to pack boxes in a warehouse environment. Members of the congregation, their local Boy Scout Troop, and a 

Spanish congregation nesting at Christ Lutheran all participated in the event. 

King of Glory Lutheran Church in Fountain Valley has been a partner congregation with Family Promise, an 

organization that focuses on getting homeless families with children off the street, educated, employed and back 

into sustainable housing situations.  King of Glory hosts between one and four families overnight at our 

congregation, which includes purchasing and cooking meals for the families and volunteers, homework help and 

activities for the children, support for parents, and overnight supervision, on a quarterly basis.  We do this in 

conjunction with volunteers from Resurrection Lutheran Church in Huntington Beach. 

Calvary Lutheran Church in Cypress has an “Evergreen Motel Ministry” that goes to the local hotels on the 4th 

Saturday of each month and provides a safe environment for the children to play outside.  They provide games, 

equipment and supervision for the children each month. 

Our Redeemer Lutheran in Garden Grove houses an interfaith ministry called SHIP.  Over a dozen local 

congregations work together to provide housing for the homeless. SHIP provides all their meals, and each resident 

is assigned a mentor who helps them write resumes, find jobs, save money, and get into permanent housing. 

There are lots of exciting ministries happening throughout the conference. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Rev. Brian Taylor, Dean, Son & Surf 
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#9 Rejoice Conference Report 

The Rejoice Conference consists of 17 worshipping communities located in East Los Angeles 
County and North Orange County. By number of worshipping communities it the largest of the 10 
conferences in the Pacifica Synod. The congregations in this conference reside and serve in a 
rather diverse way. Like many congregations across denominational lines, capacity for ministry is 
challenged with what is perceived to be limited resources, shifting cultural realities, and how we 
just go about doing church.  

The people who make up our congregations are committed followers of Jesus and we yearn for the 
work of the Holy Spirit to poke and prod us to new understandings of the Great Commission. 
Some new strategies are beginning to emerge. Three ministries in the conference have been 
participating in the ELCA’s Building Missional Capacity process. They are: St. Andrew, Whittier, 
Shepherd of the Hills, Whittier, and St. Paul, Fullerton. Shepherd of the Hills and St. Paul are 
moving to formalizing a partnership committing to a one ministry, two campus expression. 

Thank you to Pastor Anne-Grethe Krogh Nielson (Danish, Yorba Linda) and Pastor Cate Luehr 
(Emmanuel, La Habra) for coordinating another educational opportunity this past year (Oct 2016). 
Bishop Andy Taylor and Bishop Guy Erwin were the featured presenters. The event was hosted at 
the Danish Lutheran Church.  

Transitions: We welcome one pastor to a new call in our conference: Pastor Greg Ronning, First 
Lutheran, Fullerton. The ministry known as The Table has moved with Pastor Greg to Fullerton. 
Two pastors are in the midst of transitioning to new calls: Pastor Angela Denker, Messiah, Yorba 
Linda (2 years of service) and Pastor Tom Goellrich, St. Paul, Fullerton (19 years of service). 

Ministry Thoughts (as submitted by the respected ministries): 

Emmanuel (La Habra): This year Emanuel has seen growth in our Thursday night children's 
ministry and confirmation ministry, specifically these groups have been an outreach to youth and 
children not previously affiliated with the church. Our social outreach ministy, "Heart and Hands 
Outreach", is excited to add a new ministry this year focusing on homeless veterans in Orange 
County as we partner with "Patriots and Paws". We are also excited that one of our pastors, Pr. 
Dennis Laherty, can share his passion for ministry in his new call as Assistant to the Bishop in the 
Pacifica Synod. This year Emanuel has been connecting with Luther Glen (of LRCC), not only to 
be a place where our young people connect with Jesus on their annual winter retreat and summer 
camps, but also by offering a service day where people of all ages can come and work on the 
farm, serve our local camps, and reconnect with God's good creation. 

Lamb of God (Anaheim): At Lamb of God we remain un-deterred by the challenges of our size 
and resources, but instead continue to focus on our ministry to feed those in our community who 
are homeless and hungry.  Our long-standing (19 year) commitment to this ministry keeps us very 
busy serving about 100 people a week in two different locations.  God continues to provide and 
we are thankful.  We have not given up hope that God will continue to guide us in ways that serve 
our local community and especially those in need in tangible and life-giving ways.   

St. Andrew (Whittier): St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Whittier is celebrating our 60th 
anniversary this year.  In this celebration year we are coming together for many concerts, lectures, 
and fellowship events that symbolize our 60 years of service in Whittier, the nation, and around 
the world.  The Boy Scout troop that meets at the church renovated our kitchen for Eagle Scout 
projects.  We have children and family events throughout the year for our congregation and the 
community around us.  We worked with the elementary school next door for God's Work Our 
Hands weekend to put together a clothing exchange and resource fair.  We hosted guests of the 
Whittier Area Cold Weather Shelter (winter homeless shelter) for the first time.  Every other year 
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we to go to Peru to help with projects and Vacation Bible School at Iglesia Jesus de Nazaret.  We 
continue to live out our mission focus as being people of prayer, life-long learners, faithful 
witnesses, and world servants for Christ. 

Salem (Whittier): We are currently working in partnership with the Pacifica Synod with a 
Synodical Administration Team. We are a small congregation with a big heart. In the last year we 
have been worshipping jointly with Whittier Presbyterian who is currently nesting with us. Their 
interim pastor (Elizabeth) and our pastor (Patrice) lead worship together on Sunday mornings. Our 
next step is to discern how our two ministries might formalize our work together in the coming 
months. 

St. Paul (Fullerton), Shepherd of the Hills (Whittier), Thai Fellowship (Whittier): These 
three ministries continue to organically grow closer through an ongoing ministry partnership for 
over seven years. St. Paul provides the pastoral leadership for Shepherd of the Hills and Pastor 
Golf leads the Thai ministry. Shepherd of the Hills has a thriving pre-school and is its primary 
mission emphasis that serves the community. St. Paul is very active in the community with many 
different food events, educational opportunities, community groups (JOYA Scholars and 
Pathways of Hope), interfaith leadership and is strong supporter of the Pacifica Synod in various 
ways. Shepherd of the Hills and Thai Shepherd began worshipping together in January of this year 
in a dual language service (weekly on Sunday mornings). The three ministries are moving towards 
a one ministry, two campus model.   

In a culture that is obsessed with what the future holds, I often respond that my Crystal Ball is 
broken. I keep sending it in for repair but it keeps coming back broken. Yes we need to set goals 
and develop strategies for the journey ahead. Calling on the Holy Spirit to help guide and shape is 
essential. Yet even the best of plans need wiggle room for the fluidity of the moment. The Holy 
Spirit can prepare us for these as well!  

 
Respectfully Submitted In Christ, 

The Rev. Tom Goellrich, Dean, Rejoice 

 

  



5-40 

#10 Hukilau Conference Report 

The Hukilau Conference consists of 10 Congregations on four of the Hawai'ian Islands (Kaua'i, 

O'ahu, Maui and the Big Island) as well as pastors serving in specialized areas like Pacific 

Healthy Ministries, as chaplains and pastors of other denominations across the islands, and as 

active retired clergy. 

The clergy gather on a (mostly) monthly basis to support one another and share in worship 

together.  Beginning this summer, the clergy have committed to spending part of their monthly 

meetings together in book study.  We are currently reading "This Odd and Wondrous Calling: The 

Public and Private Lives of Two Ministers" by Lillian Daniel and Martin B. Copenhaver. 

The Hukilau also gathers each January for a retreat with the Bishop.  This past January we met at 

a private home on Kailua Beach.  We enjoyed getting to know Bishop Taylor better, sharing the 

realities of ministry in Hawai'i with him, and engaging in Bible study and meals together.  Next 

January we are looking forward to returning to the Big Island for our retreat with the Bishop at 

Volcanoes National Park.  The Rev. Dr. Shauna Hannan will join us for some continuing 

education for our clergy and also to lead a lecture for clergy and lay members of our 

congregations. 

We are working with the LCMS churches on events to observe the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation later this summer and also with the Episcopalians to host a worship and fellowship 

time for the entire Hukilau and also for our ecumenical partners in Hawai'i.  The Rev. Dr. David 

Lose will be joining us as our preacher.  He will also provide three days of lectures for clergy and 

lay folks on the Reformation's importance in the past and what it means for us today as we look to 

the future.  We are hopeful we can host guests such as Pastor David in the future as a way to bring 

continuing education opportunities to Hawai'i (rather than each of the clergy having to fly to the 

mainland for such education). 

Churches of the Hukilau continue to support One Pot One Hope (a monthly feeding ministry for 

the homeless along the Waianae Coast) and Wounded Warriors (outreach and support for 

members of our military who have suffered a variety of injuries in service to our country) led by 

retired chaplain Pastor Steve Jensen. 

Two of our clergy have accepted new calls: clergy spouses, Wendi Gordon and Steve Brauner will 

be serving as co-pastors of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Amarillo, Texas.  They will be 

leaving the islands in the week after celebrating Easter in their current calls.  Wendi has been 

serving as pastor of a UCC congregation, Ka Hana O Ke Akua, under her leadership the 

congregation voted to become open and affirming and she shares that they proudly fly their 

rainbow flag each week.  Steve has been serving Maluhia Lutheran Church, so they will be in a 

time of transition as you read this at synod assembly. 

Lutheran Church of Honolulu, pastored by the Rev. Jeff Lilley, continues to be active in serving 

the community and is looking forward to having an intern again in 2018 as well as establishing a 

Stephen's Ministry. 

Kehei Lutheran on Maui has been in a time of transition as they work to call their next pastor.  

The Rev. David Barber has been faithfully serving as their interim. 
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The Rev. John S. Lunn returned to Hawai'i after serving as a missionary in India.  He is the Vicar 

of Grace Episcopal Church on the island of Moloka'i.  John shares the following from his 

congregation: "We are a small congregation that impacts the community with our Thrift Shop, 

operating 3 days a week, and our Food Pantry (serving about 30 families).  Unemployment and 

poverty are a major problem on Moloka'i and these are two small ways that we help address those 

needs." 

The Rev. Leslie Ann Mahraun is serving Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity on Hawai'i 

Island.  She shares that "ministry continues to be ongoing at LCHT, where we are trying to figure 

out if we truly need to have two worship services during the winter or if we can effectively 

worship in a close manner with just one worship, one congregation.” 

On October 1st, Lihue Lutheran Church on Kaua'i welcomed Pastor Cindy Arndt.  She was 

installed in January and has been busy since beginning her call with the congregation.   

Prince of Peace in Waikiki is one of the smaller congregations in the Hukilau Conference with 

only about 30 local worshiping members but they continue to do great ministry.  One example is 

that they work with a small east German congregation in Kroppenstedt and help that Lutheran 

community in their efforts to retrain and resettle refugees from the Syrian civil war and the unrest 

in other parts of the Mid-East.  In other great news from POP, as of January 2017, they have only 

$85,000 remaining on its mortgage of over $550,000.  

St. John Lutheran on the Windward side of O'ahu, where I serve, continues to work on 

growing the ministry and outreach of the congregation.  We completed a new building, Grace 

Hall, last year and are using part of that space to reach out to the community.  We continue to 

focus on good worship and care for one another.  We have heeded Bishop Easton's call to re-read 

Luther's Small Catechism and I am preaching on that during Saturday Night worships throughout 

this year. 

I hope you enjoyed this brief insight into the congregations and ministries of the ELCA and its 

partners in the Aloha state. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Rev. Kathryn Zurcher, Dean, Hukilau 
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Pacifica Synod Coaching Ministry 

Pacifica Synod has had a coaching ministry since 2005.  The coaching ministry is a resource intended to assist rostered 

and lay leaders in their efforts to design and execute meaningful ministry programs and activities within their 

congregational context.  In the last three years, the ELCA has invested significant people and financial resources into 

developing and supporting an active coaching ministry in each synod.   

A coach can assist leaders with such questions as: 

1. Now that the consultant has been here and we have a whole series of steps we have committed to, how are we 

going to maintain our momentum and still get it all done?  A coach’s support in such an event can help 

congregational pastors and lay leaders break down a daunting project into a series of manageable pieces. 

 

2. Some members of my congregation are asking spiritual development questions of me.  I help as I am able but I 

would like to suggest additional resources to them to supplement our conversations.  Pacifica Synod has 

coaches specifically trained to deal one-on-one with such questions. 

 

3. I would like to have my congregation begin to consider stewardship in a broader context, not just budgets and 

dollars.  Did you know that Pacifica Synod has coaches trained by the ELCA to assist you in this endeavor?   

 

4. As a pastor, I wear many hats.  The demands on my time increase daily.  There are times I don’t feel very 

effective because I am pulled in so many directions.  I could use some help in setting priorities and still getting 

the work of my ministry accomplished.  Can a coach help me?     

 

5. We have a new ministry initiative in our congregation that is being guided by a group of lay leaders.  They 

could use some help in getting it launched and their plans for sustaining it.  The Pacifica Synod has several 

coaches who are especially skilled in working with teams or groups.     

 

What is coaching?  It is a relationship with a purpose.  The relationship is between a coach and an individual (pastor or 

lay leader) or between a coach and a group of individuals (a council, a ministry team).  The relationship is purposeful 

because the individual or group is seeking to enhance or augment skills and gifts to accomplish a ministry function 

within the congregation.  Through guided questions and active listening skills, the coach draws from the wisdom of the 

individual or group a series of actions and plans that fit the congregational context.  The coach’s job is to listen 

attentively and ask thoughtful, meaningful questions.  The job of the individual or group being coached is to commit to 

examining deeply a specific issue or activity to enhance momentum in congregational life and ministry.  

In Matthew 16, Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?”   That is a coaching question.  Jesus asks a 

thoughtful question but He doesn’t supply the answer, Peter does.  That, in a nutshell, is coaching.  Jesus did a lot of it. 

Pacifica Synod has committed to supporting our coaching ministry by providing this valuable service without charge to 

individuals and congregations in our synod.  For further information, please contact the synod’s Coaching Coordinator, 

Pastor Tony Scheer, St. Olaf, Garden Grove by phone:  (909) 435-5200 or through email:  pastortony@stolaflc.org 
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Latino Ministry Team 

This year the Latino Ministry team worked to meet our ministry needs in our changing environment. With the help of 

the rewriting the Latino Ministry Strategy we find important ways to work together for the benefit of our many Latino 

communities.  

Called to be a Multicultural Church, we journey together to proclaim the Good News of reconciliation in Jesus Christ 

among the Latino and Anglo communities. Our charge from the synod council is to: 

• To support and strengthen existing Latino ministries in the Pacifica Synod. 

• To develop new ministries among the Latino community. 

• To challenge congregations of the Pacifica Synod to become aware of the Latino ministry opportunities in 

their midst to be transformed through mutual intentional relationships. 

• To provide resources that encourages the Pacifica Synod to grow in understanding and to facilitate the ability 

to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ within the Latino community. 

 

One important way to look to work for the good of the whole church is by the formation of Latino Area Ministry. This 

is a special way to seek funding from the ELCA to help us fund a director. It is hoped that this will keep us more 

purposeful in our outreach and mission. Our location in Southern California makes it imperative that we grow in our 

Latino and Spanish language outreach.  We must be able to strengthen the current Latino ministries, grow new ones, 

and build relationships across the Synod in order to counteract the apathy toward Latino ministry of the past number 

of years in this Synod.  We believe the future lies in diversity and the church must be a leader in that diversity and 

must increase its multicultural skills.    

As a Multi-cultural Church, we seek harmony by blending our Lutheran and cultural traditions.  It is necessary that we 

boldly proclaim that we are “Saved by Grace” because this is countercultural in many Latino communities. The Life, 

Death and Resurrection of Jesus are core to our understanding that salvation is through Grace by Faith. We are free 

to proclaim this message (Galatians 5:1) “For freedom Christ has set us free.” As a Latino ministry of the ELCA we seek 

to maintain our principals through Evangelism, the use of diverse liturgies, our universal legacy based in God’s Word 

Jesus Christ, and our Lutheran confessional heritage. 

There are six active Latino Ministry sites for the Pacifica Synod: 

  St. Peter’s in Santa Ana – Pastor Wes Menke 

  First Lutheran in Vista – Pastor Ramon Zarate 

  First Ontario – Pastor Auggie Aviles 

  Clairemont Lutheran – Pastor Nathan Allen and Pastor Jon Doolittle 

  St. Mark’s in Chula Vista – Ms. Alicia Garcia and Pastor Ron Hovick 

  Our Savior’s Lutheran – Pastor Maria Santa Cruz 

 

We are currently revising the method that we use to distribute funds from the Latino Ministry Trust.  

Respectfully submitted, the Rev. Dr. Jonathan Doolittle 
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 “Reform – Inform – Transform”– The Lutheran Office of Public Policy - California 

(www.loppca.org) is moving into its 33st year of education and advocacy, listening and sharing 
stories connecting faith and life, ethics and public policy, congregations and the Capitol, bringing 
ELCA social statements and other expressions of institutional policy to bear on issues affecting 
hunger, poverty, discrimination, equal opportunity, and the well-being of God’s creation.  LOPP’s 
mission in the public sphere, joining with other expressions of the ELCA (the three synods that 
cover California; the ELCA Washington Office), and its ecumenical, interfaith, and secular 
partners, is pursued in the State Legislature and Administration, in a context that includes federal 
and local government actions.  There are many new Legislators in 2017, but with changes in term 
limits, legislators may serve 12 years in one house, enabling development of more experienced 
leadership in policy subjects.  Relationships are important!  Please INFORM your elected officials – 
and LOPP – about how your congregation and members are assets to your community, and share 
your experiences in helping to relieve suffering, meet human needs, care for creation, stand for 
welcome, empower and engage residents – food relief, violence prevention, early childhood care, 
access to safe, affordable water, immigration and refugee assistance, community organizing, etc.  
With changes in the federal administration and policies, the importance of California in creating 
public policies and practices that effectively reduce poverty, protect the earth, and reduce harm, has 
intensified. To confess, it is TRANSACTIONAL work, incrementally moving to a better place for 
all through public policy, from TRANSFORMED, inspired advocates to the TRANSFORMED 
lives of those who benefit from those policies, such as permanent supportive housing. 

The 17 ballot propositions on the 2016 ballot had mixed results from LOPP’s perspective: we 
applaud criminal justice reform and the plastic bag ban, and death penalty repeal will have to wait 
for another day. In 2016, LOPP advocacy to address poverty focused on successful repeal of the 
punitive Maximum Family Grant CalWORKS/Temporary Assistance for Needy Families rule that 
contributed to California’s high child poverty rate (approaching one in four kids).  2017 priorities 
include protecting the gains made by Covered California and MediCal through the Affordable Care 
Act, reauthorizing California’s landmark climate change law, protecting migrants and refugees 
(including through the ELCA’s AMMPARO program and welcoming congregations), and funding 
for affordable housing and permanent supportive housing.  Back is the DISCLOSE Act: “good 
government/healthy democracy” – a REFORM bill to clearly identify and INFORM voters about 
the top three original-source funders of ballot measures (2/3 vote required; died by one vote 2016).   
 
LOPP priorities are pursued through direct advocacy, by supporting congregations and members 
engaged in advocacy, and by providing hospitality to groups visiting the Capitol at facilities at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Sacramento, which donates office space for LOPP.  In 2017, the 
projected LOPP budget is $128,230, including $111,694.66 provided by the ELCA Domestic 
Mission Unit, through an ELCA World Hunger grant to address systemic causes of domestic 
hunger and poverty.  Other income includes support from the Pacifica, Sierra Pacific, and 
Southwest California Synods, and congregational and individual gifts.  A Policy Council provides 
oversight for LOPP.  Members representing the Pacifica Synod include Kathi Anderson, Larry 
Dodson, Karin Kloehn, and Violet Quist, who represents Women of the ELCA.  
      – Respectfully submitted, Mark E. Carlson, Director 

Lutheran Office of Public Policy - California 



5-54 

 

Spring 2017 
 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 

As the ELCA commemorates the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we are reminded that the church 
should always be reforming — adapting to a changing landscape even as it stands firm in its mission. In 
2016, Portico’s ministry epitomized this combination of innovation rooted in mission, as we expanded our 
service and stewardship in new ways while continuing to provide cost-effective, high-quality health and 
retirement benefits for more than 46,000 active and retired ELCA rostered ministers, lay employees, and 
their families in partnership with the almost 6,600 ELCA churches and employers we serve. 
 

We championed a wellness reformation in the ELCA, inviting a recommitment to healthier 
lifestyles and a healthier church. For the first time, we formally extended our annual wellness challenge 
to congregations. Also a first: We surveyed those already living a healthy lifestyle, and more than 1,800 
members and spouses shared inspiring testimonies of the life-changing power of prioritizing one’s 
physical and emotional health. 
 

We offered a new approach to providing health care. In response to the growing prevalence of chronic 
disease and rising claim costs, we introduced Portico Care Coordinators by Quantum Health to help 
members navigate today’s complex health care system and get the best possible care at the right price. 
The anticipated savings from this industry-leading approach was one of several cost-containment 
measures that helped us hold 2017 health contribution rates to the lowest increase in four years. 
 

We answered the church’s call for socially-informed investing. We strive to live out the church’s 
mission and make an impact in God’s kingdom as we manage the assets in the ELCA Retirement Plan. 
Memorials at Churchwide Assembly in August affirmed the three powerful ways we impact corporate 
behavior through shareholder advocacy, screening, and positive investing. The Assembly also called for 
even broader work on the environment and human rights; in the coming months, we look forward to 
partnering with the ELCA to develop screens that will guide future investment opportunities. 
 

We developed new support for financial decision-making. For two decades, Portico has been a leading 
voice in the ELCA connecting the importance of physical, emotional, and financial health to ministry. In 
response to members’ desire for an easier way to manage their retirement savings, we developed new 
benefits that will help our members better assess their readiness for retirement, and will provide personal 
assistance to help them reach their financial goals. 
 

These efforts — and many more — come thanks to a dedicated, creative staff constantly seeking to 
improve our internal operating processes, maximize efficiency, and be good stewards of the resources 
entrusted to our care. Their efforts helped ensure that for the third straight year, Portico’s capital and 
operating expenses were under budget, and we maintained ELCA Health Plan and Retirement Plan 
expense ratios lower than our benchmarks. As the church adapts to today’s changing landscape, Portico is 
well positioned to continue to provide the best possible care for our members, so they can serve the world 
with confidence, resilience, and faithfulness. 
 

In Christ, 
 
 
 
The Rev. Jeffrey D. Thiemann 

President and CEO 
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Women of the ELCA Report 

Our Pacifica Women of the ELCA is an arm of the church.  We have a churchwide staff in Chicago along with 

a volunteer board consisting of four executive and seventeen board members.  The offices are in Chicago in 

the same building as the ELCA Church.  Then we don’t have a paid synodical staff but we do have a 

volunteer board.  And each congregation is a unit which chooses how actively to participate.   

Currently we have an annual convention which takes place the first full weekend in November.  Historically 

we have met in a hotel just like Synod Assembly – just smaller numbers.  But last year we met in a church 

and for Friday and Saturday only.  And we were then able to offer a one day registration.  Our numbers 

were up some so we are repeating that format this year. 

The business we conduct is similar to Synod Assembly – we have elections and we act on resolutions.  Do 

have to admit we don’t often have many resolutions.  We have had workshop training and have a few 

women who love the process, but somehow that just has not taken a strong hold. 

We do then focus on programming.  Last year our very dynamic keynote speaker was Colleen Windham-

Hughes, Assistant Professor of religion at California Lutheran University. Pastor Kathryn Zurcher from St 

John’s in Kailua, Hawaii, was our chaplain and she also led a book review workshop and a Bible Study.  Each 

year we have a churchwide representative who comes from the churchwide volunteer board.  Last year she 

was Gwen Edwards, who is from our sister synod in Nebraska.  She gave her report and also led us in a 

workshop. 

This year we are trying to get the word out as early as possible that we again will have a fantastic keynote 

speaker along with a wonderful Bible Study leader.  Between them, they will also conduct a devotional 

worship Friday evening and our closing worship Saturday afternoon.  Our keynote speaker is Pastor Meghan 

Johnston Aelabouni from Ft Collins, Colorado.  She is working on her doctorate, is a pastor’s wife, and 

mother to three small children.  And she is an author.  Her latest article was “Fully known and fully loved” in 

the February issue of the “Living Lutheran” magazine.  She has written several articles for our “Gather” 

magazine.  Pastor Karla Halverson will be our Bible Study leader and she is at San Marcos Lutheran and is 

well known in this synod. 

Calvary Lutheran Church in Solana Beach is hosting our convention November 3-4, 2017 under the theme, 

“Love Fully …. Live Fully.”  We did discover there is a major event at the fairgrounds that same weekend, 

but if you take the 101 (Coast Highway) instead of I5, it dead ends at Via de la Valle and the church is just a 

block east.  Every congregational church office receives our newsletter which will have registration form 

and other information – ask for it.  And come!  You will be glad you did! 

Love Fully  Live Fully!! 

 

 

Eunice Hanson, President 

 

 


