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Thursday Review  

30th Annual Synod Assembly—May 11-13, 2017—Town & Country, San Diego 

The 30th Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly was called into session by Bishop Andrew Taylor at 1 p.m. on 

Thursday, May 11 at the Town & Country Resort, San Diego. The ELCA’s Churchwide Representative for 

this assembly is Mr. Keith Mundy, Program Director for Stewardship, ELCA. Southwest California Synod 

Bishop, the Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin and the Rev. Dr. Chris Alexander, Associate Minister, Countryside Com-

munity Church, Omaha, Nebraska are the keynote speakers for our time together. Some highlights of 

Thursday’s time together are pictured below: 

 

 

 

 

To left: Bishop Andy Taylor opens the 30th 

Pacifica Synod Assembly, his first as our bish-

op,  with humor and humility. 

To right: Southwest California Synod Bishop 

Guy Erwin compared Luther’s world and our 

own as we consider what is similar and what is 

different 500 years after the Reformation be-

gan. “I learn much more from people who are 

different from me. The more different they are, 

the more I learn.” 

Above: Pastor Brenda Bos told a story of how 

risking and sharing each other’s burdens 

helped her congregation find their mission. 

To right: The Rev. Dr. Chris Alexander lead 

us in the Examen, a time of reflecting on 

the highs and lows of our day, and God’s 

presence throughout. The Chocolate Medi-

tation was a challenge, as we held the 

chocolate, unwrapped the chocolate, 

smelled the chocolate, then finally ate the 

chocolate. 

To right: Jim Lovell told us about the 

brave end of an ELCA congregation, 

which lifted up to become Third Ave-

nue Charitable Organization. The 

church decided to bake bread and 

lure local business people into the 

church. Instead homeless and hun-

gry came, and the church realized 

they were exactly the people who 

were to be served. 
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Please use this resource to help you     

report back to your congregation on the 

business of the Pacifica Synod.  

 

With special thanks to Angela Jackson, 

Synod Council Secretary, Paul Colter and 

Emily Erisman for their help in reporting for 

the assembly.  
 

For questions, feedback or more infor-

mation, please contact Terri Robertson,  

Director for Communications at  

Terrirobertson@pacificasynod.org. 

Results of Thursday’s votes taken at Assembly: 
 

SA17.05.01 VOTED to approve the rules and agenda 

for the 2017 Pacifica Synod Assembly. 

 

Synod Council Recommendations 

 

Constitution updates as mandated by Churchwide 

Assembly 2016.  

SA.17.05.02 VOTED to accept the constitution updates 

as recommended. 

 

Conference Realignment and Representation on Syn-

od Council Resolution. 

SA.17.05.03 VOTED to accept the realignment resolu-

tion as recommended. 

 

Pacifica Synod Assembly Location Rotation to Hawai’I 

Resolution. 

SA.17.05.04 VOTED to accept the resolution. 

Above: Pastor Terry Tuvey Allen invited candidates 

and seminarians to stand. Congregations with candi-

dates out of town were asked to share headshots of 

their seminarians. How can your congregation lift up 

new leaders? 

To left:  19 congregations were recog-

nized for having received Warner Trust 

Grants for youth and education pro-

grams in the past year. 

Below: In 2016, 26 congregations joy-

fully received Matthew 25 grants to 

combat hunger and homelessness. 


